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REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1953 


Public  Health  Department, 

Victoria  Road, 

West  Hartlepool, 

December,  1954. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
County  Borough  of  West  Hartlepool. 


I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  twenty-fourth  Annual  Report  on 
the  health  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  County  Borough  of  West 
Hartlepool  for  the  year  1953. 


I  express  my  regrets  for  the  delay  in  publication,  due  largely  to  my 
illness.  However,  one  might  say  'better  late  than  never’  but  the  word 
‘better’  does  ring  true  in  regard  to  the  Report,  which  is  rather  in  the  nature 
of  a  medical  prescription — ‘the  mixture  as  before’ — in  that  there  is  little 
change  of  importance  to  be  gleaned  from  the  statistical  figures,  but  these, 
talking  from  experience  are  of  modest  interest  to  the  majority  of  people 
who  take  the  trouble  to  go  further  in  my  report  than  this  rather  brief 
preamble. 


This  may  seem  a  rather  facetious  way  to  introduce  an  Annual  Report, 
but  reports  as  a  rule  are,  if  not  uninteresting,  dull  to  all  but  the  few  and  I 
am  in  the  mood  to  be  somewhat  other  than  very  serious  because,  in  my 
opinion,  health,  although  a  matter  of  first  importance  to  the  individual 
and  the  community  as  a  whole,  should  be  treated  seriously  but  at  the  same 
time  associated  with  happiness,  a  state  of  mind  without  which  it  is  virtually 
impossible  to  be  fully  healthy  or  seem  so.  Nor  must  it  be  forgotten  that 
health  is  a  matter  of  the  mind  as  well  as  the  body. 

The  lack  of  the  survey  of  all  the  services  rather  reduces  the  nature 
of  the  Report  but  the  sanitary  side  has  been  given  in  fuller  detail  to  show 
the  amount  of  work  still  going  on  in  this  department  and  to  show,  in 
addition,  the  vital  importance  of  basic  health  factors  in  formulating  and 
maintaining  a  healthy  community  ;  so  commonplace  are  some  as  to  go 
relatively  unnoticed. 

The  death  rate  is  slightly  lower  than  last  year’s,  the  birth  rate  is  much 
the  same  and  the  infantile  mortality  rate  seems  to  have  got  stuck  somewhere 
between  the  figures  35  and  40.  This  is  engaging  our  serious  consideration 
and  further  ways  and  means  to  reduce  this  figure  are  being  considered. 
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It  is  interesting  to  note  that  roughly  two-thirds  of  all  births  are  taking 
place  in  institutions.  Whether  this  is  merely  a  modern  trend  or  a  medical 
necessity  is  subject  to  argument.  I  would  lend  a  ready  support  to  normal 
births,  possibly  apart  from  the  first,  taking  place  in  the  home,  given  adequate 
means,  good  housing  conditions,  etc. 

Infectious  disease  has  not  been  of  special  interest  during  the  year  and 
it  is  worthy  of  note  that  we  still  have  to  conquer  or  at  least  subdue  the  ever- 
prevalent  Measles,  to  which  disease  science  has  so  far  failed  to  provide  an 
adequate  deterrent,  preventative  or  even  specific  cure. 

We  are  gaining  slightly  against  Tuberculosis  but  losing  in  the  battle 
against  Cancer,  circulatory  diseases  and  chronic  and  acute  digestive  troubles, 
but  thought,  time  and  even  money  are  going  towards  research  or  investigation 
and  our  hopes  cannot  but  be  bright  for  the  future. 

You  will  see  under  the  heading  of  ‘Housing’  that  579  houses  were  built 
by  the  Corporation  and  45  by  private  enterprise  in  addition  to  84  flats. 
This  is  a  matter  for  congratulation  of  the  Council  and  within  modern  times, 
if  nothing  greater,  is  a  record  year  for  building  and  is  a  definite  attack  on 
the  most  serious  problem  facing  health  authorities  throughout  the  country 
by  promoting  health  progress  in  a  realistic  manner. 

At  the  modest  figure  of  3.4  persons  per  house,  which  figure  refers  to 
the  whole  County  Borough  and  not  necessarily  to  the  type  of  people 
rehoused,  it  gives  a  total  of  well  over  2,000  rehoused  in  modern  homes  in 
one  year  out  of  a  population  of  just  over  70,000. 

We  have  still  further  to  go  and  with  our  large  slum  clearance  programme 
now  in  full  swing,  we  can  look  forward  to  a  more  rosy  future  on  this  side 
of  the  work  of  health  promotion  and  health  consciousness  to  the  amelioration 
of  the  many  evils  which  go  with  bad  housing  conditions. 

I  wish  to  thank  my  brother  officers  and  all  who  have  helped  me 
throughout  the  year,  and  I  am  very  grateful  to  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Health  Committee  for  the  active  interest  they  have  taken  in  health 
matters  and  the  encouragement  they  have  given  me. 

I  remain, 


Your  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


J.  W.  McKEGGIE. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  (Square  miles) .  6.98 

Population  (Registrar-General’s  Estimate,  1953) .  72,330 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses  on  31st  December,  1953  according 

to  the  Rate  Books .  21,252 

Rateable  Value  (1st  April,  1953) .  £439,851 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  (31st  March,  1953) .  £1,730 

Birth  Rate .  19.15 

Death  Rate .  10.98 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate .  40.00 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR. 


Live  Births — 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the 

Legitimate  . . 

1,312 

712 

600  « 

estimated  resident  popu¬ 

Illegitimate  . . 

73 

37 

36 

lation  —  19.15. 

Stillbirths  28.  Rate  per  1,000  total  population  —  0.39. 


Deaths  794.  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population — 
10.98. 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  —  Nil. 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births — 

Legitimate  34.0.  Illegitimate  5.7.  Total  39.7. 

Deaths  from  Cancer .  124 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) .  1 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  . 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years) 
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HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 
1953-54. 


Alderman  Hand — Chairman 
Councillor  Mrs.  Breward 
Councillor  T.  Breward 
Councillor  Coward 
Councillor  D’Alby 
Councillor  Elliott 
Councillor  Gibbon 


Councillor  Hartley 
Councillor  King 
Councillor  McCann 
Councillor  Taylor 
Dr.  Rishworth 
Dr.  Mitchell 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTHORITY. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health,  School  Medical  Officer,  etc. — 

J.  W.  McKEGGIE,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health — 

A.  C.  ROSS,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health — - 

JEAN  FLOYD  FARQUHAR,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Ophthalmia  Surgeon  (Part-time) — 

F.  S.  HUBBERSTY,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  F.R.C.S. 

Aural  Specialist — 

L.  V.  ARUNDEL,  F.R.C.S. 

School  Dentists — 

MISS  M.  I.  MANLEY,  L.D.S.— (Senior  Dental  Officer) 

A.  G.  WILDGOOSE,  L.D.S. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Inspector  under  Food  and  Drugs  Acts — 

J.  C.  LIGHTFOOT  (1,  2,  3,  4)  Resigned  20/9/53 

A.  H.  BASFORD,  D.P.A.,  A.M.I.C.E.  (1,  2,  3,  4)  Commenced  9/11/53 

Deputy  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector — - 
J.  F.  EDWARDS  (1,  2,  3,  4) 

Sanitary  Inspectors  and  Inspectors  under  Food  and  Drugs  Acts— 

A.  J.  BELL  (1,  2) 

H.  H.  BOWES  (1,  2)  Commenced  11/5/53 

C.  W.  LAYFIELD  (1,  2)  Resigned  11/4/53 

E.  M.  PETCH  (1,  2) 

G.  W.  WHITE  (1,  2) 

Key  to  Professional  Qualifications. 

1.  Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  &  Sanitary  Inspectors  Exam.  Joint  Board. 

2.  Meat  and  Other  Foods  Inspector’s  Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

3.  Smoke  Inspector’s  Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

4.  Sanitary  Science  Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 


9 


Health  Visitors — 

Miss  E.  PEACOCK  (Gen.  Trained,  Cert.  Midwife,  H.V.  Cert.) 

Superintendent  Health  Visitor.  Resigned  16/2/53 
Miss  A.  FIELDS  (Gen.  Trained,  Cert.  Midwife,  H.V.  Cert.) 

Mrs.  C.  E.  HENDERSON  (Cert.  Midwife,  H.V.  Cert.) 


Miss  N.  STUDHAM 

(Gen.  Trained,  Cert.  Midwife,  H.V.  Cert.) 

Resigned  16/5/53 

Miss  A.  S.  BAGSHAW 
Miss  C.  SEYMOUR 

(Gen.  Trained,  Cert.  Midwife,  H.V.  Cert.) 
(Gen.  Trained,  Cert.  Midwife,  H.V.  Cert.) 

Home  Nurses — 

Mrs.  E.  COOPER 

Mrs.  E.  HUGILL 

Mrs.  I.  HESLOP 

Mrs.  E.  M.  GARDINER 
Mrs.  H.  JEFFERSON 

Nurse  Almoner — 

Mrs.  S.  LAMBERT 

(Gen.  Trained) 

Home  Help  Organiser — 

Miss  A.  STOTT 

Matron,  Victoria  Road  Day  Nursery — 

Mrs.  N.  HALL 

Matron,  Hazelhurst  Hostel  — 

Miss  W.  L.  STEEL  Resigned  27/11/53 


School  Nurses — 

Miss  E.  WITTEN 

(Gen.  Trained,  Reg.  Sick  Children’s 

Nurse.  Senior  School  Nurse) 
Miss  O.  MAVIN,  S.R.N.,  R.S.C.N. 

Miss  I.  S.  HIND,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Miss  M.  P.  LOWERY,  S.R.N. 

Duly  Authorised  Officers  : — 

Lay  Administrative  Officer — 

W.  P.  YUILL 

Assistant  Lay  Adminstrative  Officer — 

W.  E.  SIMPSON 
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Clerks — 

C.  W.  SMITH 
W.  USHER 
T.  D.  HODGSON 

J.  STEPHENSON 

K.  G.  CODLING 

I.  M.  DEAS 

R.  HENDERSON 

Miss  L.  JARROLD 

Miss  M.  MACKIN 

Miss  J.  KINGSTON 

Mrs.  M.  ANDERSON 

Miss  D.  M.  MIDDLETON 

Miss  E.  SNELLING 

Miss  A.  STRINGER 

Miss  E.  M.  STODDART 

Miss  K.  POUNDER 

Miss  B.  ATKINSON 
Miss  B.  TRUEFITT 

Ambulance  Officer — 

J.  ATKINSON 

Public  Analyst  (part-time) — 

C.  J.  H.  STOCK,  B.Sc.,  F.I.C. 

Rodent  Officer — 

R.  ATKINSON 


(Senior  Clerk) 

Resigned  4/1/53 
Resigned  6/9/53 

Commenced  16/2/53 
Commenced  12/10/53 
(Senior  Clerk /Typist) 


Resigned  17/5/53 


Commenced  9/2/53 


Rodent  Officer’s  Assistant — 
H.  HENNING 


Resigned  31/12/53 
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LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE. 

LIST  OF  LOCAL  ACTS,  ADOPTIVE  ACTS,  BYELAWS  AND  LOCAI 
REGULATIONS  RELATING  TO  PUBLIC  HEALTH. 


Local  Acts  : — 

West  Hartlepool  Extension  and  Improvement  Act,  1870. 

West  Hartlepool  Corporation  Act,  1931. 

Byelaws  and  Regulations  : — 

Public  Market,  1892  ;  Sea  Banks,  1905  ;  Sanitary  Conveniences,  1909  ; 
Public  Abattoir,  1917;  Employment  of  Children,  1920  and  1934;  Good  Rule 
(Nuisances),  1920  ;  Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  etc.,  1921  ;  Houses-let-in  lodgings, 
1922  ;  Fouling  of  Footway  by  Dogs,  1930  ;  Noisy  Organs  and  Musical 
Instruments,  1931  ;  Slaughter  House,  1931  and  1935  ;  Removal  of  House 
Refuse,  1934  ;  Removal  of  Offensive  Matter,  1934  ;  Litter,  1934  ;  Common 
Lodging  Houses,  1934  ;  Public  Abattoir  Regulations,  1935  ;  Clean  Handling 
of  Food,  1950. 


Adoptive  Acts  : — 

Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890  ;  Public  Health  Acts, 
Amendment  Act,  1890,  as  amended  by  Public  Health  Act,  1936  ;  Public 
Health  Act,  Amendment  Act,  1907,  as  amended  by  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936  (with  the  exception  of  Sections  17,  21,  30,  31,  32,  80,  85  and  91)  ; 
Public  Health  Act,  1925,  as  amended  by  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


Statutory  Legislation  : — 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933 

Public  Health  Act,  1936 

Housing  Acts,  1936-1949 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938-1944 

Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948 

Water  Act,  1945-1948 

National  Health  Service  Act,  1946-1949 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Act,  1949 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

Shops’  Act,  1950 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948 
Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling 
Materials  Act,  1951 


and 

orders 

and 

Regulations 

made 

under 

these 

Acts. 
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TUBERCULOSIS  REPORT, 

(By  Dr.  J.  B.  ROBINSON). 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  statistics  that  there  has  been  no  great  change 
in  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis  during  the  year  in  review.  The  number 
of  new  notifications  is  60,  a  percentage  reduction  of  7.7.  Deaths  at  15 
were  29%  reduced.  The  difference  in  incidence  and  in  deaths  gives  point 
to  the  Ministry’s  anxiety  in  the  matter  of  prevention  ;  throughout  the 
country  generally,  despite  much  more  effective  treatment  and  a  very  much 
diminished  death  rate,  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  continue  to  appear  at  almost 
the  old  level.  In  this  area  we  are  utilising  all  the  recognised  methods  of 
prevention  including  the  use  of  B.C.G. 

There  is  one  aspect  of  this,  however,  which  is  causing  us  considerable 
concern  and  that  is  the  number  of  new  notifications  in  children  which,  despite 
rigorous  investigation,  cannot  be  attributed  to  any  known  infectious  case. 
This  seems  to  be  particularly  true  of  tuberculous  meningitis.  Four  cases 
this  year,  all  of  whom  fortunately  recovered,  were  infections  from  an  unknown 
source.  Apart  from  this  it  emerges  time  and  again  that  parents  will  allow 
their  children  to  visit  homes  where  there  is  a  known  case  of  tuberculosis  or, 
even  worse,  they  have  invited  to  live  in  their  house  a  sufferer  from 
tuberculosis.  There  is  a  limit  to  the  extent  of  which  a  person  with  tuberculosis 
can  be  expected  to  isolate  himself,  and  there  is  a  limit  to  the  frankness 
with  which  this  matter  can  be  put  to  him.  Nevertheless,  I  am  afraid  it 
is  necessary  to  inform  all  patients  with  uncured  tuberculosis  of  this  potential 
risk  to  other  people,  particularly  to  children,  and  to  ask  them  to  do  all  in 
their  power  to  avoid  intimate  contact  and  particularly  to  be  scrupulous 
in  regard  to  sputum  disposal.  I  think  all  parents  should  be  aware  of  the 
dangers  of  allowing  their  children  to  associate  with  uncured  cases.  The 
statement  by  a  case  that  he  is  cured  may  be  based  merely  on  the  fact  that 
he  is  not  having  specific  treatment  at  the  moment  ;  many  chronic  cases 
become  stabilised,  no  longer  likely  to  benefit  from  treatment,  with  a  good 
general  condition  but,  nevertheless,  infective. 

Again  we  must  express  our  gratitude  to  the  Council  for  their  interest 
and  co-operation  in  our  work,  particularly  as  regards  rehousing.  Once 
more,  in  view  of  the  present  emphasis  on  prevention,  I  must  point  to  the 
inadequacy  of  our  Health  Visiting  service  ;  with  our  present  staff  there 
is  simply  not  time  for  all  the  propaganda  side  of  this  work,  and  I  would  stress 
that  in  its  importance  it  ranks  with  any  other  medical  activity  of  the  Local 
Authority. 
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1.  No.  of  T.B.  Cases  on  Register,  1st  January .  447 

2.  No.  of  new  notifications .  60 

3.  No.  of  transfers  from  other  Clinics .  2 

4.  No.  of  cases  written  off  during  the  year  as  dead  (all  causes)  15 

5.  No.  of  cases  written  off  during  the  year  as  recovered .  28 

6.  No.  of  T.B.  cases  on  Register,  31st  December .  466 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES. 

(By  Dr.  A.  C.  ROSS). 

All  the  Centres  have  continued  to  operate  satisfactorily  during  the  year. 
We  are  still  very  short  of  Health  Visitors  which  makes  it  difficult  to  carry 
out  fully  the  obligations  of  the  Council  in  this  side  of  the  work  beyond  the 
absolutely  necessary  visiting  and  attendance  at  clinics. 

Immunisation,  using  combined  vaccine  against  Whooping  Cough  and 
Diphtheria,  is  offered  to  all  infants  and  a  high  rate  of  acceptance  is  obtained. 

In  spite  of  the  make-shift  premises,  the  number  of  mothers  and  infants 
attending  continues  to  be  maintained  at  a  high  level.  This,  of  course, 
is  very  much  to  the  good  and  does,  I  think,  reflect  the  interest  which  the 
public  have  in  the  work  done  at  these  Centres.  In  fact,  we  have  been 
obliged  to  employ  nurses  who  are  not  fully  trained  Health  Visitors  to  help 
out  with  the  work.  We  engage  nurses  to  undertake  training  as  Health 
Visitors  with  financial  assistance  from  the  Council,  and  possibly,  as  a  long 
term  policy,  this  may  allow  us  to  overcome  our  difficulties. 
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CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

The  following  tables  show  the  nature  of  the  work  done  at  the  Clinics 
and  the  conditions  found  : — 


ANTE-NATAL  AND  INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES. 


Centre 

Total 
No.  of 
children 
attending 
Centre 

Total 

attend¬ 

ances 

No.  of 
children 
who 
made 
first 
attend¬ 
ances 

No.  of 
visits 
made  by 
these 
children 

No.  of 
children 
who 

attended 

in 

previous 

years 

No.  of 
visits 
made  by 
these 
children 

No.  of 
new7 

attenders 
under 
one  year 

No.  of 
new 

attenders 

between 

1—5 

Ante¬ 

natal 

attender 

Mill  House . 

— 

361 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

228 

Dale  Street . 

484 

4  247 

162 

1  586 

322 

2  528 

130 

3 

St.  Luke's . 

503 

6  019 

210 

2  475 

293 

2  858 

167 

19 

Oxford  Street . . . 

581 

4,292 

201 

1,498 

380 

2,477 

172 

8 

— 

St.  Matthew’s.  .  . 

400 

3,754 

145 

1,548 

255 

2,206 

124 

7 

— 

Burbank  Street  . 

402 

2,749 

143 

1,200 

259 

1,422 

125 

8 

— 

Seaton  Carew  . . . 

89 

1,149 

38 

446 

48 

446 

26 

3 

— 

Totals. . . . 

2,459 

22,771 

899 

8,753 

1,557 

11,937 

744 

48 

228- 

METHODS  OF  FEEDING  (First  Attenders). 


ALL  CENTRES 


Metnoa 

Regular  Hours 

Irregular 

Total 

Natural  (Breast) . 

351 

— 

351 

Artificial  (various) . 

445 

— 

445 

Combined  (natural  and  artificial) . 

62 

— 

62 

Breast  feeding  over  1  year  of  age . 

— 

— 

— 

Children  over  1  vear — various  diets . 

62 

— 

62 

Totals . 

920 

— 

920 
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MIDWIVES’  ACTS,  1902-1936. 

Conditions  for  which  Doctors  were  Summoned 
in  an  Emergency  by  Midwiyes. 

Pregnancy .  —  Puerperium .  1 

Labour .  —  Infants .  — 

CARE  OF  UNMARRIED  MOTHERS. 

17  Unmarried  Mothers  were  assisted  during  the  year.  Of  these  7 
girls  were  admitted  to  local  hospitals  for  confinement  and  10  remained  at 
home. 

HEALTH  VISITING. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

Visits  to  children  under  one  year  of  age — Primary  visits .  1,475 

Secondary  visits .  4,772 

Visits  to  children  between  the  ages  of  1  and  5  years . 13,072 

Visits  to  expectant  mothers — Primary  visits .  — 

Secondary  visits .  — 


Visits  to  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum — Primary  visits .  — 

Health  Work. 

Visits  to  cases  of  pneumonia — Primary  visits .  17 

Visits  to  cases  of  puerperal  fever  and  pyrexia — -Primary  visits .  — 


Visits  to  cases  of  scarlet  fever  .  — 

Visits  to  cases  of  measles .  493 

Visits  to  cases  of  whooping  cough .  23 

Visits  to  mental  defective  cases .  82 


Special  enquiries — Housing,  Surveys,  etc .  264 

Nursing. 

Visits  to  cases  of  pneumonia .  — 

Visits  to  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum .  — 

Visits  to  cases  of  puerperal  fever  and  pyrexia .  — 

Visits  to  cases  of  discharging  eyes .  — 

Clinic. 

Sessions  at — Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres .  523 

Ante-Natal  Clinic .  — 

Dental  (Maternity  and  Child  Welfare) .  — 

School  Work. 

Visits  to  School  with  School  Medical  Officer .  — 


VACCINATION. 
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The  table  below  indicates  the  number  of  vaccinations  and  re-vaccinations 
carried  out  during  the  year. 


Under  1 

1 

2  to  4 

5  to  14 

15 

or  over 

Total 

Vaccination . 

209 

6 

14 

12 

14 

255 

Re- Vaccination  . 

— 

— 

5 

11 

75 

91 

Totals . 

209 

6 

19 

23 

89 

346 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 


The  table  below  indicates  the  number  of  immunisations  carried  out 
during  the  year. 


Age  at  31.12.53 _ 

Under  1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5  to  9 

10  to  14 

Total 

under 

Born  in  year . 

1953 

1952 

1951 

1950 

1949 

1944-48 

1939-43 

15 

No.  of  children 
immunised . 

257 

196 

32 

42 

27 

378 

29 

961 

HOME  HELPS. 

During  the  year  help  was  supplied  to  some  extent  in  507  cases,  and  the 
average  number  of  helps  employed  was  60,  half  of  whom  were  engaged! 
full-time  and  half  part-time. 

The  majority  of  cases  involved  old  people  and  help  was  given  in  every 
case  where  a  doctor  recommended  that  a  home  help  was  essential. 

Maternity  cases  were  given  full-time  help,  where  required,  for  a  period: 
of  two  weeks  or  less. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

The  Ambulance  Service  comprises  5  Ambulances  and  a  Sitting-Case: 
Car,  and  the  depot  is  manned  by  a  staff  of  19  male  and  female  drivers  and. 
attendants. 

In  the  table  which  follows,  the  number  of  cases  dealt  with  during  the 
year  is  divided  into  monthly  totals,  showing  the  types  of  case  conveyed 
and  the  mileage  covered.  Out  of  Borough  cases  are  shown  separately. 


CASES 

OUTSIDE  THE 

CASES  WITHIN  THE  COUNTY  BOROUGH  COUNTY  ALL  CASES 
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Works 
Accid¬ 
ents,  etc. 
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34 

25 

20 
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289 

Street 
Accid¬ 
ents,  etc. 
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37 

22 

CO 

26 

36 

40 

34 

© 

26 

26 

345 

X-ray 

Exam¬ 

inations 

34 

35 

32 

40 

34 

32 

48 

32 

24 

44 

34 

48 

437 

Mater¬ 

nity 

Cases 

53 

46 

57 

39 

50 

47 

43 

47 

40 

47 

39 

39 

547 

Out 

Patients 

060 'I 

860 

911 

© 

© 

©^ 

r-H 

1,073 

962 

997 

769 

932 

995 

990 

946 

11,534 

Dis¬ 

charges 

from 

Hospital 

27 

24 

38 

46 

30 

29 

26 

24 

rH 

© 

34 

35 

33 

o 

© 

Admit¬ 

tances 

to 

Hospital 

133 

- - - 

114 

135 

130 

125 

132 

126 

120 

95 

Cq 
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118 
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© 

OO 

rH 

1953 

January  . 

February . 

March . 

April . 

May . 

June . 

r—H 
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i — ) 

August . 

September . 

October . 

November . 

December . 

Totals . 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES  REPORT 

(By  Dr.  E.  CAMPBELL). 

During  the  year  1953,  the  total  number  of  attendances  of  patients  at 
the  Mill  House  Clinic,  West  Hartlepool  (1,781)  was  similar  to  that  of  the 
previous  year  (1,760).  The  number  of  cases  dealt  with  for  the  first  time 
numbered  141  as  against  149  during  1952.  Attached  table  for  all  these 
new  cases  subdivides  them  by  disease  and  gives  the  areas  in  which  they 
reside. 

The  number  of  cases  suffering  from  all  stages  of  syphilis  who  attended 
a  clinc  for  the  first  time  during  the  period  under  review  has  fallen  from 
a  total  of  35  in  1952  to  20  during  1953.  This  fall  in  numbers  is  relevant  to 
latent  cases  ;  the  early  infective  stages  of  the  disease  being  only  found  in 
2  cases  giving  a  1.4%  incidence  of  the  total  number  of  patients  attending 
(National  figure  in  this  respect  was  1 .06%.)  There  were  no  cases  of  con¬ 
genital  syphilis  under  15  years  of  age  admitted  to  the  register  in  1953. 

The  total  number  of  new  cases  of  gonorrhoea  seen  during  the  year  was 
identical  to  1952  i.e.  37  cases  giving  an  incidence  of  26.2%  of  all  cases  seen 
(National  Figure  19.4%). 

It  would  appear  that  a  basic  level  has  now  been  reached  which  agrees 
with  findings  in  other  areas,  and  the  slight  fall  in  numbers  of  merchant 
seamen  attending,  has  been  encountered  in  other  ports. 

During  the  year  29  contacts  of  infected  patients  were  brought  to  the 
clinic  either  by  the  agency  of  the  patient  in  question  or  by  the  Health 
Visitor,  Nurse  Lambert. 

Of  these  contacts,  one  case  was  found  to  be  a  congenital  syphilis  and 
eleven  were  found  to  have  gonorrhoea. 


FRESH  CASES  ATTENDING  THE  CLINIC  FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME 


Disease 


West  Hartlepool 

1950  1951  1952  1953 


Syphilis 

14 

16 

27 

12 

Gonorrhoea 

24 

36 

16 

26 

Other  Cases 

44 

52 

55 

59 

Co.  Durham 

1950  1951  1952  1953 


4  7  7  7 

15  9  8  8 

27  34  15  17 


Merchant  Seamen 

1950  1951  1952  1953 


4  1  1 

12  14  13  2 

16  16  7  5 


CASES  OF  CONGENITAL  SYPHILIS  CLASSIFIED  BY  AGE  GROUPS 


Under  1  year 

1952  1953 

1  to  5  years 

1952  1953 

5  to  15  years 

1952  1953 

1 5  years 

1952 

and  over 

1953 

Total 

1952  1953 

1  — 

—  — 

4  — 

3 

4 

8  4 
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WELFARE  SERVICE  UNDER  THE  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT. 
The  number  of  persons  resident  in  accommodation  provided  under 


Part  III  of  the  National  Assistance 
follows : — 

Act  at  the  end 

of  the 

year  was 

Men 

Women 

Children 

Howbeck  Hostel  . 

.  12 

2 

5 

Hazelhurst  Hostel . 

.  — 

16 

— 

Briarfields  Hostel . 

.  37 

— 

— - 

Dinsdale  Lodge  Hostel . . 

Briarfields  and  Dinsdale  Lodge 

.  12 

Hostels. 

17 

1 

1953  was  notable  for  the  completion  and  occupation  of  these  two  new 
hostels.  Briar  fields  is  intended  for  male  residents,  and  Dinsdale  Lodge  is 
a  mixed  hostel  for  men  and  women. 

All  the  residents  were  transferred  from  the  Howbeck  Hostel ;  they  are 
extremely  happy  in  their  new  surroundings,  and  are  very  appreciative  of 
the  extra  comfort  and  facilities  which  they  now  enjoy  when  compared  with 
those  they  knew  previously. 

Briarfields  was  officially  opened  on  the  2nd  May  by  Alderman  E. 
Hand,  Chairman  of  the  Welfare  Committee.  It  is  intended  to  hold  a  similar 
ceremony  at  Dinsdale  Lodge  early  in  1954. 

Provision  of  Further  Hostel  Accommodation. 

A  meeting  between  representatives  of  the  Welfare  Committee  and  the 
Ministry  of  Health  Regional  Officers  took  place  in  December  when  plans 
prepared  by  the  Borough  Architect  for  an  extension  to  the  Briarfields 
Hostel  were  discussed.  Arising  out  of  this  discussion  it  appeared  that  the 
Minister  would  be  unlikely  to  approve  the  extension  scheme  for  the  reason 
that  the  number  of  residents  which  the  Council  hoped  to  accommodate 
in  the  hostel  as  extended  would  entail  a  lowering  of  the  Ministry’s  standards 
relating  to  dining  and  sitting  room  accommodation. 

It  had  been  hoped  to  accommodate  additional  male  residents  from  the 
Howbeck  Hostel  in  the  Briarfields’  extension  but  in  any  event  it  would 
not  have  been  possible  to  house  all  the  Howbeck  residents  there  and 
consequently  additional  accommodation  for  males  would  still  have  been 
required. 

However,  the  most  pressing  need  at  the  present  time  is  the  provision 
of  another  hostel  for  women  and  it  is  hoped  that  there  will  be  some  satisfactory 
development  in  this  respect  during  the  next  year. 
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Handicapped  Persons. 

(a)  Blind  Persons. 

The  position  with  regard  to  blind  persons  in  the  area  on  the  31st 


December,  1953  was  as  follows  : — 

(i)  Blind —  Males  Females  Total 

Total  Registration .  84  73  157 

New  Registrations  during  1953  .  11  9  20 

(Form  B.D.  8  completed) 

(ii)  Partially  Sighted —  Males  Females  Total 

Total  Registration .  4  6  10 

New  Registrations  during  1953  .  2  1  3 

(Form  B.D.  8  completed) 


The  majority  of  new  registrations  during  the  year  were  in  respect  of 
old  people  who  were  suffering  from  other  physical  defects  in  addition  to 
blindness. 

Further  details  in  respect  of  1953  registrations  and  of  ophthalmia 
neonatorum  notifications  during  the  year  are  contained  in  tables  A  and  B 
set  out  below  : — 


A.  Follow-up  of  Registered  Blind  and  Partially 

Sighted  Persons 


(i)  No.  of  cases  registered 
during  the  year  in 
respect  of  which  para. 
7(c)  of  Forms  B.D,  8 

CAUSE  OF  DISABILITY 

Cataract 

Glaucoma 

Retrolental 

Fibroplasia 

Others 

1  cCUIIlilldlUb  . 

(a)  No  treatment 

(b)  Treatment  (medical 
surgical  or  optical) 

8 

1 

— 

— 

13 

1 

(ii)  No.  of  cases  at  (i)  (b) 
above  which  on  follow¬ 
up  action  have  received 
treatment 

1  (medical) 
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B.  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 


(i)  Total  No.  of  cases  notified  during  the  year 

3 

(ii)  No.  of  cases  in  which  : — 

(a)  Vision  lost 

— 

(b)  Vision  impaired.  . 

— 

(c)  Treatment  continuing  at  end  of  year 

— 

( b )  Epileptics. 

The  incidence  of  epilepsy  in  West  Hartlepool  has  not  as  yet  presented 
any  great  problem.  All  doctors  were  circularised  a  year  or  so  since  with  regard 
to  the  number  of  their  epileptic  patients  and  the  very  small  response  would 
seem  to  bear  this  out.  There  are  five  epileptic  people  in  Part  III  Accom¬ 
modation  under  the  National  Assistance  Act  who  are  being  well  cared  for, 
and  who  do  not  require  any  special  attention,  and  the  Council  is  responsible 
for  one  resident  in  the  Meath  Home  for  Epileptics. 

However,  I  think  it  should  be  pointed  out  that  difficulty  has  been 
experienced  in  the  past  in  obtaining  vacancies  in  Homes  for  epileptics  in 
individual  cases  which  have  been  brought  to  our  notice,  particularly  for 
patients  who  were  likely  to  be  troublesome. 

Another  problem  is  that  of  persuading  patients  to  remain  in  Homes 
when  accommodation  has  been  found  for  them.  After  a  great  deal  of 
trouble  a  place  was  obtained  during  the  year  for  a  woman  who  was  urgently 
in  need  of  care  and  treatment  but  within  a  week  of  being  admitted  she 
insisted  upon  returning  home  to  her  husband  and  children. 

(c)  Spastics. 

The  incidence  in  the  town  of  cerebral  palsy  would  appear  to  be  very 
small.  Local  doctors  were  circularised  during  the  year  asking  for 
information  as  to  any  spastic  persons  known  to  them  who  they  felt  might 
benefit  from  the  pro\ision  of  special  services,  and  the  response  received 
was  almost  negligible. 

There  are  no  confirmed  spastic  cases  among  children  below  school  age, 
but  7  children  between  the  ages  of  5  and  15  are  known  to  be  suffering  from 
the  disease.  Of  these,  5  attend  the  Education  Authority’s  Open  Air  School, 
one  is  awaiting  admission  to  the  school  and  the  other  child  attends  the 
Occupation  Centre  for  Mental  Defectives. 
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(d)  National  Assistance  Act,  1948  Section  47. 

National  Assistance  (Amendment)  Act,  1951. 

During  the  year  one  application  was  made  to  a  Justice  under  the  above 
provisions.  The  case  concerned  a  man  over  80  years  of  age  whose  physical 
condition  was  very  poor  and  who  lived  alone. 

An  Order  for  his  removal  was  granted  by  the  Justice  and  the  man 
was  admitted  to  one  of  the  Council’s  Hostels.  At  the  expiration  of  the 
Order  he  agreed  to  remain  in  the  Hostel. 


VICTORIA  ROAD  DAY  NURSERY. 

(By  Dr.  J.  F.  FARQUHAR). 

This  Nursery  has  continued  at  the  same  level  as  the  previous  year  i.e.  ' 
about  three-quarters  full.  The  children  have  been  well  with  no  illness  of 
great  seriousness  occurring  amongst  them.  For  this  we  are  most  thankful. 

We  have  been  broken  in  to  several  times,  but  the  damage  done  was 
less  severe  than  on  previous  occasions,  and  now  with  a  metal  shield  guarding 
the  more  vulnerable  windows,  we  hope  the  raids  will  end. 

This  year  we  launched  into  new  colour  schemes,  which  cheered  things 
up,  making  the  playrooms  bright  and  varied. 

The  staff  has  had  good  health  generally  and  there  is  good  co-operation 
between  them. 


23 


MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 

The  service  is  carried  out  under  the  supervision  of  the  Council’s  Health 
Committee  which  meets  monthly.  The  Committee  consists  of  11  elected 
members  and  2  co-opted  members. 

The  staff  employed  in  the  Mental  Health  Service  is  as  follows  : — 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  One  Assistant  Medical  Officer. 

Two  Adminstrative  Officers  who  are  also  Duly-Authorised  Officers. 

One  Male  Clerk. 

The  visiting  of  female  mental  defectives  under  supervision  is  carried 
out  by  the  Health  Visiting  staff. 

Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment. 

In  the  year  under  review  there  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  patients 
who  entered  mental  hospitals  voluntarily.  In  view  of  this  it  would  have 
been  gratifying  to  have  recorded  a  consequent  decrease  in  the  number  of 
certified  patients,  but  unfortunately  there  was  an  increase  in  this  number  also. 

Work  Undertaken  in  the  Community. 

It  has  still  not  been  possible  to  obtain  any  qualified  help  for  mental 
aftercare  visiting  and  this  work  has  had  to  be  fitted  in  wherever  possible  by 
the  department  staff.  Infortunately  there  is  still  a  shortage  of  Psychiatric 
Social  Workers  and  the  Durham  County  Council,  who  have  agreed  to  share 
a  qualified  worker  with  us,  have  not  yet  been  able  to  obtain  the  services  of 
a  suitable  person. 

Accommodation  for  Mental  Defectives. 

I  have  continued  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Regional  Board  and  to 
the  Medical  Superintendents  of  Aycliffe  and  Prudhoe  Hospitals  the  numbers 
of  patients  awaiting  accommodation  in  hospital.  Two  vacancies  were 
obtained  during  the  year  and  in  December,  1953  there  were  ten  patients 
awaiting  places. 

Patients  awaiting  admission  to  hospital  are  visited  in  the  same  way 
as  those  under  statutory  supervision. 

Supervision  of  mental  defectives  on  licence  is  carried  out  in  conjunction 
with  the  Welfare  Officer  of  Prudhoe  and  Monkton  Hospital. 

Occupation  Centre  for  Mental  Defectives. 

The  building  was  completed  by  the  Contractors  in  October  and  in 
the  same  month  Mrs.  L.  Dunning  was  appointed  Supervisor.  The  Committee 
decided  also  to  appoint  two  Assistant  Supervisors  but  these  appointments 
had  not  been  made  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  furnishing  and  equipping 
of  the  Centre  was  proceeded  with  in  conjunction  with  the  Supervisor  and 
it  is  expected  that  it  will  be  opened  early  in  the  new  year. 
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LUNACY  AND  MENTAL  TREATMENT  ACTS,  1890-1930. 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Admissions  to  Mental  Hospitals  — 

iii  Voluntarv . 

8 

10 

18 

(iil  Temnorarv . 

2 

2 

LpT-Hfipri  . 

15 

26 

41 

Totals . 

23 

38 

61 

MENTAL  DEFICIENCY  ACTS,  1913-1938. 


Male 

Female 

Total 

(i)  In  Institutions . 

59 

34 

93 

(ii)  On  licence  from  Institutions . 

(iii)  Under  Guardianship . 

2 

— 

2 

(iv)  In  “Place  of  Safety” . 

6 

2 

8 

(v)  Under  Statutory  Supervision . 

28 

34 

62 

(vi)  Under  Voluntary  Supervision . 

2 

1 

3 

(vii)  No.  of  M.D.’s  who  have  ceased  to  be  under  care.  .  .  . 
(viii)  Awaiting  accommodation  in  suitable  hospitals, 
including  “Place  of  Safety”  cases  and  a  number 
under  Statutory  Supervision . 

1 

2 

3 

8 

2 

10 

MENTAL  DEFECTIVES  ASCERTAINED  BETWEEN 
1st  JANUARY  AND  31st  DECEMBER,  1953. 


1. 


2. 


Male 


Female 


Total 


Ascertainment  : — 

(i)  Cases  reported  by  Local  Education  Authority  under 

Section  57(3) . 

(ii)  Cases  reported  by  Local  Education  Authority  under 

Section  57(5) . 

Other  cases  reported  and  ascertained  to  be  “subject 

to  be  dealt  with” . 

Other  cases  reported  who  are  not  at  present  “subject 
to  be  dealt  with”  but  for  whom  the  Local  Health 
Authority  may  subsequently  become  liable . 


Disposal  of  cases  reported 

(i)  Admission  to  Insitutions . 

(ii)  Placed  under  Guardianship . 

(iii)  Taken  to  “Place  of  Safety” . 

(iv)  Placed  under  Statutory  Supervision 

(v)  Died  or  removed  from  area . 

(vi)  Action  not  yet  taken . 

(vii)  Placed  under  voluntary  supervision 


3 

5 


4 

5 


7 

10 


8 


10 


18 


Totals 
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ANNUAL  REPORT. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

(By  Mr.  A.  H.  Basford,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector). 

My  first  report  for  the  year  1953  will  of  necessity  be  factual  because  the 
greater  part  of  it  is  a  record  of  the  work  done  by  my  predecessor,  Mr.  J. 
C.  Lightfoot,  before  he  left  to  take  up  a  similar  appointment  with  the 
Enfield  Urban  District  Council  late  in  the  year. 

Increased  activity  was  recorded  in  most  of  the  fields  of  a  sanitary 
inspector’s  work  and  particularly  in  food  hygiene  where  progress  is  being 
assisted  by  the  growing  force  of  public  opinion.  But  undoubtedly  the 
most  noteworthy  event  was  the  resumption  of  slum  clearance  on  a  large 
scale  after  a  lapse  of  14  years.  Details  of  the  central  area  slum  clearance 
programme  which  the  Council  approved  in  principle  in  October  are  given 
later  in  the  report.  Implementation  of  the  scheme  will  occupy  a  considerable 
proportion  of  the  time  of  sanitary  inspectors  for  several  years  to  come  but 
care  will  be  needed  to  ensure  that  this  work  does  not  overshadow  and 
retard  progress  in  other  vital  branches  of  environmental  hygiene  which  are 
less  spectacular  though  equally  important. 

An  appraisal  of  the  year’s  work  would  not  be  complete  without  reference 
to  two  problems  which  arose  and  have  still  to  be  dealt  with  :  they  concern 
men  who  live  alone  and  families  who  live  in  caravans. 

In  1953  there  were  three  common  lodging  houses  with  accommodation 
:  for  39  lodgers,  compared  with  the  pre-war  figures  of  eight  houses  accom¬ 
modating  128  lodgers.  The  remaining  houses  are  in  a  poor  state  of  repair 
and  due  for  early  demolition  in  clearance  areas. 

The  considerable  reduction  in  registered  accommodation  since  the  war 
does  not  mean  that  the  need  for  providing  suitable  lodgings  for  single  men 
has  diminished  but  merely  that  these  men  have  been  taken  individually 
into  small  homes  in  the  central  area  of  the  town  where  their  plight  is  less 
obvious.  Indeed,  as  the  central  area  slum  clearance  programme  proceeds, 
these  men  will  again  become  homeless  and  some  of  the  older  ones  may 
become  a  charge  upon  the  Council  under  the  National  Assistance  Act  as 
their  chances  of  finding  alternative  private  lodgings  progressively  lessen. 
Discussions  have  been  held  with  local  officers  of  the  Salvation  Army,  in  the 
hope  that  they  might  extend  their  welfare  activities  in  the  town,  but  it  was 
pointed  out  that  the  minimum  number  of  lodgers  which  this  organisation 
k  could  cater  for  satisfactorily  would  need  to  be  of  the  order  of  75  to  100. 
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The  imminent  closure  of  one  of  the  last  three  houses  was  also  reported  to 
the  Housing  Committee  and  with  a  view  to  establishing  a  municipal  lodging 
house  a  search  was  made  for  premises  which  might  be  suitable.  None  was 
found,  however,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  no  progress  had  been  made. 

In  July  the  Health  Committee  considered  the  increasing  extent  to  which 
caravans  were  being  parked  on  unauthorised  sites  throughout  the  County 
Borough.  Before  the  war  holiday  caravanning  had  been  growing  in  popu¬ 
larity  but  was  not  carried  on  to  anything  like  the  extent  to  which  it  is  today. 
In  the  main,  holiday  campers  conducted  themselves  well  and  those  who 
were  members  of  national  camping  organisations  set  a  very  high  standard 
which  led  to  their  being  exempted  from  licensing  by  local  authorities.  The 
post-war  boom  in  the  sale  of  caravans  however,  coupled  with  the  shortage 
of  houses,  resulted  in  many  families  preferring  to  live  all  the  year  round  in 
holiday  caravans  rather  than  share  houses  originally  designed  for  one  family. 
This  development  has  resolved  the  statutory  control  of  camping  into  two 
distinct  problems,  the  encouragement  of  genuine  holiday  caravanners  on 
the  one  hand  and  the  maintenance  of  decent  living  standards  for  residential 
caravanners  on  the  other. 

The  first  problem  could  be  met  by  the  Council  providing  a  suitable 
site  for  caravans  and  installing  facilities  which  will  attract  holidaymakers, 
but  privately-owned  sites,  licensed  and  properly  run,  would  be  equally 
effective. 

The  second  problem  is  more  serious.  It  must  be  remembered  that 
modern  trailer  caravans,  though  eminently  suited  for  temporary  occupation 
in  the  summer,  are  with  few  exceptions  not  designed  or  intended  for 
permanent  residence.  Those  who  live  in  them  often  suffer  the  same: 
inconvenience  and,  sometimes,  ill-health  from  which  they  have  tried  to; 
escape  by  leaving  overcrowded  or  substandard  traditional  dwellings.  There; 
is  also  a  tendency  for  caravans  when  used  permanently  to  be  parked  close; 
together  in  small  groups  so  that  the  sites  quickly  deteriorate,  becoming  ai 
nuisance  and  an  embarrassment  to  the  residents  of  the  neighbourhood.  Ai 
means  has  yet  to  be  found  to  deal  with  this  matter  in  a  way  which  will  be: 
satisfactory  to  the  community  and  not  cause  hardship  to  those  who  are* 
forced  by  circumstances  to  live  in  caravans. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Inspections  were  made  as  follows  : — 

3,855  Visits  under  the  Housing  Acts. 

4,515  Visits  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

12  Visits  to  Workplaces. 

198  Visits  under  the  Factories  Act. 

7  Visits  under  the  Merchandise  Marks  Act. 

654  Visits  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

180  Visits  under  Shops  Act. 

1  Visit  under  the  Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951 . 
32  Visits  under  the  Pet  Animals  Act. 

270  Visits  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations. 

666  Visits  to  fish,  fruit  and  meatshops  (unregistered  premises). 

833  Visits  to  the  Abattoir. 

57  Visits  to  Places  of  Entertainment. 

3  Visits  to  Offensive  Trades. 

72  Visits  to  Common  Lodging  Houses. 

151  Visits  to  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases. 

499  Visits  to  Sheds  and  Caravans. 

1,496  Complaints  attended  to. 

26  Drains  examined. 

19  Drains  tested. 

599  Complaints  re  Rats  attended  to. 

460  Visits  re  Rats  to  lay  pre-baits. 

851  Visits  re  Rats  to  lay  poison  baits. 

493  Visits  re  Rats  other  than  above. 

805  Intimation  notices  served. 

409  Statutory  notices  served. 
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SANITARY  DEFECTS  DISCOVERED  AND  DEALT  WITH  BY  THE 
SERVICE  OF  INFORMAL  OR  STATUTORY  NOTICES. 

HOUSES. 

Repairs  To  : — 

Roofs .  388 

Spouts  and  tailpipes .  535 

External  walls  and  chimneys .  206 

Internal  wall  and  ceiling  plaster .  184 

Damp  walls .  41 

Doors .  171 

Windows .  204 

Floors .  131 

Subfloor  ventilation .  8 

Staircases .  6 

Fireplaces  and  flues .  43 

Kitchen  ranges .  76 

Setpots .  21 

Sinks .  40 

Baths  and  lavatory  basins .  6 

Rainwater  pumps  and  wells .  73 

Water  pipes  and  taps .  17 

Hot  water  cisterns .  3 

Water  closets — 

Basins . 50 

Cisterns .  65 

Seats .  25 

Water  supply  pipes .  7 

Stopped  drains  and  waterclosets .  100 

Other  defective  drains .  17 

Yard  paving .  20 

Provision  of  : — 

Internal  water  supply .  2 

Internal  sink .  4 

Washing  facilities .  2 

Subfloor  ventilation .  3 

Water  closets .  1 

Circular  dustbins .  110 

Fixed  ashclosets  abolished .  48 

Rainwater  wells  abolished .  3 

Poultry  houses  cleansed .  1 


2,611 
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HOUSING. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  the  Borough  at  the  end  of  1953 
was  21,252,  with  a  population  of  72,330.  This  gives  a  figure  of  3.4  persons 
per  house. 

During  1953,  45  houses  were  built  by  private  enterprise  and  579  houses 
and  84  flats  were  built  by  the  Corporation. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  During  the  year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) .  807 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose .  8,370 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub-head  (1) 

above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  .  218 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose .  3,855 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous 

or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation. . .  113 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation .  694 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of  Formal 
Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
:  officers .  435 

i  3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  : — 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs .  64 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners .  47 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners .  13 
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B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied .  196 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners .  152 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners .  6 


C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 — 
(1 )  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 


Orders  were  made .  20 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders .  18 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made .  1 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit .  — 

E.  Proceedings  under  Section  10  of  the  Local  Government 

(Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1953 — 


(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 


Orders  were  made .  1 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936,  Part  IV,  Overcrowding  : — 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the 

year .  465: 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  there  in .  471: 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  there  in .  3,085: 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the 

year .  75: 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the 

year  .  IOC' 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases .  727 

(d)  Cases  in  which  dwelling  houses  have  again  become  over¬ 

crowded  after  the  Local  Authority  has  taken  steps  for  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding  .  — 
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CENTRAL  SLUM  CLEARANCE  PROGRAMME. 


After  the  war  slum  clearance  on  a  large  scale  could  not  be  resumt  d 
until  sufficient  new  dwellings  were  made  available  and  so  demolition  wi:- 
restricted  to  individual  unfit  houses  whose  condition  demanded  urgent  action. 
By  1953,  however,  the  Council's  house-building  programme  had  advanced 
sufficiently  to  allow  for  substantial  demolition  to  proceed.  At  the  same  time 
difficulty  was  being  experienced  in  getting  owners  to  effect  repairs  to  their 
properties  because  of  uncertainty  as  to  the  Council’s  slum  clearance  proposals. 
To  remove  doubt  the  Housing  Committee  in  July  ordered  a  comprehensive 
programme  of  slum  clearance  to  be  prepared  so  that  systematic  redevelopment 
could  be  effected  on  the  cleared  sites.  The  greatest  concentration  of  sub¬ 
standard  dwellings  was  in  a  rectangle  bounded  by  Church  Street,  Mainsforth 
Terrace,  Burn  Road  and  Stockton  Street  and  this  area  was  chosen  for 
attention  first. 


In  October,  the  Council  approved  in  principle  a  long-term  scheme  of 
clearance  and  redevelopment  in  this  central  area,  a  summary  of  which  is 
tabulated  below.  The  scheme  was  published  as  a  guide  to  property  owners 
and  to  Corporation  departments  on  the  understanding  that  the  order  of 
the  programme  might  be  varied  later  in  the  light  of  circumstances  then 
prevailing. 

Sector  Description  of,  or  streets  comprising  Approximate  date 

No.  the  sector  of  clearance 

1  Vacant  land  between  Lambton  Street  and  Redevelopment 

Catherine  Street  and  abutting  Mainsforth  already  commenced 
Terrace. 

2  Catherine  St.  (S.  side),  Thomas  St.  and  Hilda  1953 

St.,  Ramsey  St.  (N.  side)  and  Mainsforth 
Terrace  (part). 

3 A  Harrison  St.,  Brown  St.,  William  St.,  York  St.,  1954 

Robinson  St.,  Brunswick  St.  (E.  side)  (part), 

Tower  St.  (W.  side)  (part). 

3B  Albion  St.,  Arthur  St.,  Anthony  St.  and  Andrew  1954 

St.  (N.  side),  Brunswick  St.  (W.  side)  (part). 

4A  Barnard  St.  (E.  side),  Staindrop  St.  (S.  side),  1955 

Streatham  St.,  Stainton  St.,  Rokeby  St.,  Park 
St.  and  Redworth  St.  (part  W.  side). 

4B  Redworth  St.  (part  E.  side),  Queen  St.,  South  1955 

Scarborough  St.  and  Whitby  St.  (W.  side  part) 
including  derelict  R.C.  School. 
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Sector  Description  of,  or  streets  comprising  Approximate  date 

No.  the  sector  of  clearance 

5A  Tower  St.  (E.  side  part),  Grace  St.,  Alma  Place, 

Scarborough  St.  (part)  and  Whitby  St.  (W.  side  1956 

part). 


5B  Ramsey  St.  (S.  side)  and  James  St.,  Lynn  St.,  1956 

(E.  side  part)  Mainsforth  Terrace  (W.  side  part) 

6A  Lamb  St.  (S.  side  and  part  N.  side),  Temperance  1957 

St.,  Frederick  St.,  Burbank  St.  (N.  side),  Whitby 
St.  (E.  side),  Lynn  St.  (W.  side). 

6B  George  St.  (Church  St.  to  Surtees  St.).  1957 


7  Pilgrim  St.  (E.  end),  Havelock  St.,  Alexandra  1958 

St.,  Outram  St.,  Nelson  St.  (N.  side),  Lynn  St., 

South  (E.  side),  Mainsforth  Terrace  (part  W. 
side). 

8A  Pilgrim  St.  (W.  end),  Dundas  St.,  Bowser  St.  (N.  1959 

side),  Whitby  St.  (part  E.  side),  Burbank  St. 

(part  S.  side). 

8B  Alfred  St.,  Albert  St.,  Archer  St.,  Anson  St.  1959 

9A  Freville  St.,  Conyers  St.,  Bertha  St.,  Redworth  1960 

St.  (part  E.  side),  Whitby  St.  (part  W.  side). 

9B  Bowser  St.  (S.  side),  Garibaldi  St.,  Crossley  St.,  1960 

Cromwell  St.,  Whitby  St.  (part  E.  side),  L;ynn 
St.  (part  W.  side). 

10A  Nelson  St.  (S.  side),  Mainsforth  Terrace  (part  1961 

W.  side). 

10B  Cromwell  St.  (S.  side),  Seamer  St.,  Bedford  St.,  1961 

Burn  Rd.  (part  N.  side). 


Sector  No.  2  had  already  been  represented  in  January,  1953.  The! 
area  consisted  of  57  houses  and  2  houses  and  shops.  197  persons  were  to 
be  displaced  and  rehoused,  some  in  flats  being  built  in  the  central  area  of  the: 
town  adjoining  Catherine  Street  and  the  others  in  dwellings  on  the  Owton 
Manor  Estate.  A  public  inquiry  into  the  Council’s  subsequent  compulsory, 
purchase  order  was  held  on  the  14th  December,  1953. 
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FOOD  HYGIENE. 


Types  of  Food  Premises  in  the  County  Borough. 


Bakehouses . 

37 

Greengrocers’  shops  . . 

.  60 

Bakers’  shops . 

.  .  . .  45 

Grocers’  shops . 

.  86 

Butcher’s  shops . 

77 

Licensed  premises  .... 

.  108 

Cafes . 

. . . .  26 

Snack  Bars . 

.  29 

Chemists’s  shops . 

26 

Sweet  shops . 

.  82 

Dairies  and  milk  shops .  .  . 

11 

Wholsesale  grocers  . . . 

.  13 

Wet  and  dry  fish  shops  .  . 

22 

Food  factories . 

.  19 

Fried  fish  shops . 

52 

School  canteens  and 

centres . 

dining 
.  24 

General  shops . 

.  .  .  .  174 

Factory  canteens . 

.  5 

N.B. — Where  two  or 

more  types  of  trade  are  carried  on 

in  the  same 

building,  only  those  which  form  a  substantial  part  of  the  whole  business 
have  been  included  in  the  above  table. 

Food  Premises  Registered  under  Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 


Act,  1938. 

Type  of  premises  Number  registered 

Ice  cream  (manufacture,  storage  and  sale) .  205 

Sausages  and  preserved  meats  (manufacture) .  93 

Preserved  fish  (manufacture) .  60 


Dairies  and  Milkshops. 


Type  of  premises  Number 

Dairies .  2 

Dairies  pasteurising  milk . 1 

Milkshops  selling  pasteurised  milk .  51 

Milkshops  selling  sterilised  milk .  126 

Milkshops  selling  tuberculin-tseted  milk .  13 


The  routine  inspection  of  food  premises  was  pressed  on  throughout 
the  year  and  a  total  of  2,430  visits  made.  An  analysis  of  these  visits  is 
given  overleaf. 


34 


Visits  to  food  premises  Number 

Visits  to  registered  premises .  654 

Visits  to  unregistered  premises .  666 

Visits  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations .  270 

Visits  under  the  Merchandise  Marks  Act .  7 

Visits  to  the  public  abattoir .  833 

As  a  result  of  informal  and  formal  action  by  sanitary  inspectors  228 
improvements  were  effected  to  food  premises,  principally  by  the  cleansing 
of  food  rooms  and  provision  of  constant  hot  water  supplies. 

Type  of  improvement  to  food  premises  No.  of  instances 

Food  rooms  cleansed  or  redecorated .  67 

Food  rooms  repaired .  25 

Hot  water  supply  provided .  64 

Hand  washing  facilities  improved .  32 

Washing-up  facilities  improved .  16 

Utensils  cleansed .  9 

Refuse  accumulations  removed .  9 

Other  improvements .  6 


228 


Legal  Proceedings. 

No  prosecutions  for  offences  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  were 
instituted  during  the  year  but  two  warning  letters  were  sent,  one  to  a 
dairyman  who  sold  a  bottle  of  milk  containing  a  wooden  clothes-peg  and  the 
other  to  a  farmer  who  consistently  sold  milk  slightly  below  standard  in  fats. 
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DISPOSAL  OF  CONDEMNED  FOOD. 

The  amounts  and  kinds  of  food  certified  by  sanitary  inspectors  as 
unfit  for  human  consumption  are  given  in  appendix  16.  They  form  but 
a  very  small  proportion  of  the  foods  which  were  examined  during  the  year 
and  it  is  pleasing  to  record  that,  without  exception,  they  were  surrendered 
without  recourse  to  the  formal  statutory  process  of  seizure. 

Unsound  foods  were  found  either  during  visits  to  food  premises, 
sometimes  for  other  purposes,  or  were  brought  to  the  notice  of  inspectors  by 
food  traders  themselves.  Not  the  least  important  function  in  this  field  was 
the  routine  inspection  all  animals  killed  at  the  public  abattoir. 

When  food  had  been  surrendered  to  the  sanitary  inspector  a  receipt 
was  given  to  the  owner,  certifying  its  unfitness.  A  duplicate  certificate 
was  sent  immediately  to  the  Borough  Engineer  whose  Cleansing  Super¬ 
intendent  collected  the  food  and  either  incorporated  it  in  kitchen  waste  or 
destroyed  it  by  burning  in  the  Council’s  incincerator.  The  collection  of 
kitchen  waste  was  discontinued  in  April,  however,  and  thereafter  all  unsound 
food  was  burned.  The  system  is  simple  and  effective,  resulting  in  the  food 
being  disposed  of  quickly  and  under  close  supervision. 

Unsound  meat  at  the  public  abattoir  was,  however,  dealt  with  differently. 
The  meat  was  the  property  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  who,  until  August,  1953, 
disposed  of  it  by  selling  it  to  a  Tyneside  firm  for  conversion  into  fertiliser 
and  animal  feeding  stuff  by  concentration  under  pressure.  Towards  the 
end  of  the  year  the  Ministry  sold  meat  condemned  at  the  abattoir  at  monthly 
public  auctions  held  in  Leeds  and  imposed  certain  contractural  safeguards 
as  to  its  ultimate  disposal. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (INCLUDING  FOOD  POISONING). 

151  visits  were  made  by  sanitary  inspectors  to  homes  where  notifiable 
diseases  occurred  or  where  contacts  of  patients  were  under  surveillance. 
Terminal  disinfection  was  carried  out  where  necessary  after  the  patients 
had  recovered. 

Two  instances  of  food  poisoning  involved  five  persons  were  notified 
during  the  year  but  no  secondary  outbreaks  followed.  In  the  first,  a  tin 
of  pork  luncheon  meat  made  three  persons  ill.  It  was  part  of  a  gift  parcel 
from  Canada  and  contained  staphylococcus  aureus.  In  the  second,  the 
cause  was  suspected  to  be  vanilla  slices  or  cream  cakes  which  both  patients 
had  eaten.  Salmonella  typhi-murium  was  isolated  from  the  patients  daring 
the  course  of  their  illness. 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  MILK. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ACTS  AND  ORDERS 
MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATION)  ORDERS,  1949. 


1.  RAW  MILK 


No.  of  samples  taken  for 
examination 

Source 

of 

Supply 

For 

presence 

of 

Tubercle 

bacilli 

For 

Methylene 

Blue 

Reduction 

Test 

For 

presence 

of 

Brucellus 

abortus 

Result 

Action  taken 

9 

- - 

— 

Local  Supply 

9  Negative 

— 

56 

Supply  from 
outside  borough 

55  Negative 

1  Positive 

Responsible  Authority 
notified.  Animal 
slaughtered. 

— 

Nil 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Local  Supply 

2  Negative 

— 

28 

Supply  from 
outside  borough 

28  Negative 

1 

2.  PASTEURISED  MILK 


No.  of  sam 
exan 

pies  taken  for 
lination 

Source 

of 

Supply 

Methylene 

Blue 

Reduction 

Test 

For 

Phosphatese 

Test 

Result 

Action  taken 

12 

37 

12 

37 

Local  Supply 
Supply  from 
outside  borough 

12  Satisfactory 

35  Satisfactory 

2  Unsatisfactory 

Responsible  Authority 
notified. 

N.B. —  Pasteurised  milk  satisfies  the  methylene  blue  reduction  test 


if  it  fails  to  decolourise  methylene  blue  in  30  minutes. 


3.  STERILISED  MILK 


No.  of  samples 

Source 

submitted  for 

of 

Result 

Action  taken 

Turbidity  Test 

Supply 

Supply  from 
outside  borough 

8  Satisfactory 

— 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  ICE-CREAM,  1953. 


TOTAL  SAMPLES 

GRADE  1 

GRADE  2 

GRADE  3 

GRADE  4 

125 

51 

28 

27 

19 

100% 

40.8% 

22.4% 

21.6% 

15.2% 

The  demands  of  other  activities  resulted  in  a  decrease  of  41%  in  the 
volume  of  ice  cream  sampling  compared  with  the  previous  year.  The 
results  obtained,  however,  were  slightly  more  encouraging  and  again  the 
grade  4  samples  were  usually  confined  to  producers  whose  methods  were 
not  in  accordance  with  good  practice.  During  the  summer  season  there 
were  sixteen  registered  manufacturers  regularly  making  ice  cream  but  two 
of  them  went  out  of  the  business  before  the  end  of  the  year. 

Of  the  sixteen  producers  eleven  were  heat-treating  their  mix  by  the 
second  method  laid  down  in  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Amend¬ 
ment  Regulations,  1952  and  five  were  using  a  complete  cold  mix.  None  of 
the  producers  took  advantage  of  the  third  method  prescribed  by  the  regu¬ 
lations  nor  equipped  their  plants  to  allow  for  it. 

One  manufacturer  installed  a  recording  thermometer  to  his  pasteuriser 
to  comply  with  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations,  1947. 


PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  CONTROLLED  BY  BYELAWS 

OR  REGULATIONS. 


Number 


Rag  and  Bone  Dealers .  4 

Gut  Scrapers . 2 

Tripe  Boilers .  2 

Bone  Boiler .  1 

Fat  Renderer .  1 

Common  Lodging  Houses .  3 

Registered  Houses-let-in-lodgings .  7 

Slaughter  House .  1 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  town's  water  supply  is  provided  by  the  Hartlepools  Water 
Company.  The  water  is  obtained  from  18  boreholes  in  the  County  Borough 
and  one  in  the  area  of  Stockton  Rural  District.  After  chlorination  the 
water  is  pumped  to  two  covered  tanks  from  which  it  flows  to  the  consumer’s 
premises.  The  supply  is  adequate  for  the  needs  of  the  town. 


Although  the  water  is  very  hard,  an  improvement  was  afforded  to 
consumers  in  the  South  of  the  town  and  the  Owton  Manor  estate  when  a 
new  borehole  was  brought  into  use  on  the  25th  March,  1953  at  Naisberry. 
This  new  supply  consistently  produced  water  some  40%  softer  than  the 
other  sources  and  typical  chemical  analyses  are  given  below  for  comparison. 


Chlorine  as  Chlorides . 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates . 

Ammonia . 

Albuminoid  ammonia . 

Oxygen  Absorption . 

Injurious  Metals . 

Total  Solid  Matter  dried  .  .  100°  C. .  . 
pH  value  of  Sample . 


Naisberry  Reservoir  Cleveland  Reservoir 
Parts  per  100,000  Parts  per  100,000 


3 . 2500 

15.4000 

0.0428 

0 . 0632 

0 . 0009 

0.0193 

0.0021 

0 . 0044 

0 . 0095 

0.0128 

None 

None 

43.0000 

96 . 0000 

7.5 

7.5 

Residual  Chlorine . 

Temporary  Hardness  . . 

Permanent  Hardness . 

Colour  of  Sample  on  Hazen  Scale  .  .  . 
Appearance  of  Sample  in  2-ft.  tube.  . 
Odour  when  heated  to  50°  C . 


None 

15.6  degrees 
7.4  „ 

2 

Not  quite  bright 
None 


None 

24.2  degrees 

21.2  „ 

2 

Not  quite  bright 
None 


The  purity  of  the  supply  was  confirmed  by  22  samples  taken  by  sanitary 
inspectors  during  the  year.  Bacteriological  examinations  were  normally 
reported  as  follows  : — 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION. 


Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar  @  37°  C.  after 

72  hours .  0  per  ml. 

Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar  @  20-22°  C.  after 

72  hours .  0  per  ml. 

Presumptive  B.  Coli  Test  @  37°C.  after  72  hours . Negative  in  100  ml. 

Clostridium  Welchii  Test  @  45°  C.  in  40  ml .  Negative 


RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT,  1951. 

There  were  four  premises  registered  for  upholstering  under  Section  2 
of  the  Act  and  no  additional  registrations  were  made  during  the  year.  One 
visit  was  made  to  these  premises  and  no  samples  were  taken. 


PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951. 

Four  shops  were  licensed  for  a  further  period  of  one  year  and  a  good 
standard  was  maintained  in  all  premises.  No  contraventions  of  the  Council’s 
licensing  conditions  were  detected  in  32  visits  to  the  shops. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 


SITUATION 

Registered  No. 
of  Lodgers 

No.  of  Rooms 

18  Rokeby  Street . 

13 

6 

2  Edward  Street . 

15 

4 

26  George  Street . 

11 

4 

Totals . 

39 

14 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION. 

The  routine  work  of  smoke  abatement  produced  little  that  was  note¬ 
worthy  during  the  year,  but  this  subject  is  one  in  which  appreciable  improve¬ 
ment  occurs  usually  only  after  years  of  sustained  effort.  In  addition  to 
regular  smoke  observations  more  visits  were  paid  to  boilerhouses  and  advice 
offered  to  stokers  on  the  spot.  All  council  houses  built  during  the  year  were 
provided  with  grates  capable  of  complete  fuel  combustion  without  smoke 
and,  wherever  possible,  private  householders  renewing  firegrates  were 
persuaded  to  instal  approved  appliances. 

In  particular,  mention  may  be  made  of  the  visit  to  the  town  in  October 
of  the  Solid  Smokeless  Luels  Lederation’s  mobile  showroom  ;  the  re-siting 
of  an  iron-ore  tip  away  from  its  former  proximity  to  dwellinghouses  ;  the 
installation  of  a  large  mirror  outside  one  of  the  principal  boilerhouses  to 
afford  the  stokers  easy  obsrvation  of  the  chimney-top  from  the  firing 
platform  ;  and  the  gradual  introduction  locally  of  diesel  shunting  engines 
by  the  Railway  Executive.  Lour  diesel  engines  had  been  allocated  to  the 
town  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Lor  the  systematic  measurement  of  air  pollution,  four  standard  deposit 
gauges  have  been  stationed  in  the  County  Borough  at  the  Gray  Art  Gallery, 
Dyke  House  Girls’  School,  Grantully  Maternity  Home  and  Golden  Llatts 
School.  The  gauge  at  the  Gray  Art  Gallery  was  installed  in  April,  1950 
and  the  other  gauges  in  December,  1952. 

Monthly  readings  were  taken  of  the  quantity  of  suspended  and  dissolved 
solids  found  in  the  rain  collected  by  the  gauges.  The  significance  of  the 
readings  lies  more  in  their  variations  over  a  long  period  rather  than  in  their 
absolute  values  and  experience  has  shown  that  definite  conclusions  cannot 
be  reached  until  after  approximately  five  years’  observations.  The  influence 
upon  the  gauges  of  nearby  sources  of  pollution,  particularly  in  the  industrial 
areas,  varies  according  to  the  direction  of  the  wind  and  so  a  summary  of 
the  wind  during  each  month  has  been  appended  to  the  following  tables 
concerning  each  gauge  : — 
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Gray  Art  Gallery. 


DEPOSITS— Solids- 

-Tons 

MONTH 

RAH 

NFALL 

per  Sq.  Mile 

Inches 

P.  H.  Val. 

Suspended 

Dissolved 

Total 

January . 

0.78 

6.0 

7. 17 

6.75 

13.92 

February . 

1.38 

6.0 

9.84 

14.28 

24. 12 

March . 

0.34 

6.9 

11.08 

12.82 

23.90 

April . 

1.81 

6.2 

5.85 

9.35 

15.20 

May . 

1.58 

6.1 

12.61 

7.63 

20.24 

June . 

1.88 

6.1 

16.95 

12. 15 

29.10 

July . 

5.28 

5.7 

14.50 

8.80 

23.30 

August . 

2.62 

5.9 

12.34 

8.42 

20.76 

September . 

1.14 

6.5 

15.31 

6.24 

21.55 

October . 

1.11 

7.2 

12.31 

16.49 

28.80 

November . 

1.30 

5.7 

12.84 

8.34 

21.18 

December . 

.90 

5.2 

13. 14 

8.08 

21.22 

Golden  Flatts  School. 


MONTH 

RAINFALL 

DEPOSITS— Solids— Tons 
per  Sq.  Mile 

Inches 

P.  H.  Val. 

Suspended 

Dissolved 

Total 

January . 

0.93 

6.0 

10.84 

10.57 

21.41 

February . 

Gauge  Broken — No  Readings 

March . 

Gauge  Broken — No  Readings 

April . 

Gauge  Broken — No  Readings 

May . 

Gauge  Broken — No  Readings 

June . 

Gauge  ! 

Broken — No  Readings 

July . 

2. 17 

6.4 

18.50 

13.30 

31.80 

August . 

2.70 

6.5 

19.80 

9.54 

29.34 

September . 

0.71 

5.4 

12.27 

7.54 

19.81 

October . 

1.07 

5.6 

12.14 

12.11 

24.25 

November . 

1.16 

5.8 

10.20 

9.34 

19.54 

December . 

.84 

5.0 

9.23 

10.84 

20.07 
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Grantully  Maternity  Home. 


MONTH 

RAINFALL 

DEPO 

SITS — Solids — Tons 
per  Sq.  Mile 

Inches 

P.  H.  Val. 

Suspended 

Dissolved 

Total 

January . 

0.75 

5.8 

4.66 

3.94 

8.60 

February  . 

1.78 

6.0 

7.65 

13.50 

21.15 

March  . 

0.365 

6.3 

7.95 

5,80 

13.75 

April . 

1.73 

6.0 

16.70 

10.80 

27.50 

May  . 

1.46 

6.0 

12.20 

4.80 

17.00 

Tune  . 

1.90 

6.0 

9.0 

9.3 

18.3 

Julv  . 

2. 15 

4.6 

12.20 

5.64 

17.84 

August  . 

2.43 

5.5 

17.58 

4.80 

22.38 

Sentember . 

0.91 

5.9 

14.21 

6.  56 

20.77 

October . 

1.14 

5.0 

7.00 

8.23 

15.23 

November . 

1.24 

4.8 

7.00 

7.30 

14.30 

December . 

.87 

4.8 

15.60 

7.12 

22.72 

Dyke  House  School. 


MONTH 

rai: 

NFALL 

DEPO 

SITS— Solids— Tons 
per  Sq.  Mile 

Inches 

P.  H.  Val. 

Suspended 

Dissolved 

Total 

January . 

0.75 

6.2 

8.07 

10.04 

18.11 

Fphmarv  . 

• 

Gauge  I 

Broken — No  R 

eadings 

M  a  rrh  . 

0.365 

6.5 

11.57 

8.70 

20.27 

April  . 

1.47 

6.3 

12.26 

11.04 

23.30 

May  . 

1.56 

6.0 

9.46 

8.68 

18. 14 

Tune  . 

1.17 

6.3 

8.24 

17.86 

26.10 

Tulv  . 

1.67 

6.3 

8.80 

8. 17 

16.97 

August . 

2.46 

5.9 

9.22 

4.00 

13.22 

Sentember . 

0.78 

6.4 

12.33 

6.07 

18.40 

October . 

0.90 

5.9 

7.87 

14.32 

22. 19 

November . 

1.10 

5.5 

7.36 

7.88 

15.24 

December . 

.71 

5.5 

12.00 

10.00 

22.00 
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Wind  Record  (in  hours  per  month). 


MONTH 

DIF 

.ECTION  OF  WINE 

) 

N. 

N.E. 

E. 

S.E. 

S. 

S.W. 

W. 

N.W. 

Calm 

No  record 

January  . .  . . 

14.5 

43 

Nil 

Nil 

16 

429 

33 

137.5 

54 

17 

Februay  .... 

64.5 

48.5 

29 

9 

13 

343 

23 

96 

32 

14 

March . 

33 

67.5 

35 

12.5 

Nil 

339.5 

47.5 

62 

123 

24 

April . 

27.5 

131 

45 

21 

108.5 

208.5 

60 

51 

67.5 

Nil 

May . 

35 

163 

92 

33 

84.5 

192 

30 

63.5 

51 

Nil 

June . 

143 

240 

4 

48.5 

49 

40 

1.5 

69 

123 

2 

July . 

25 

53.5 

0.5 

16 

168 

391.5 

33 

39 

15.5 

2 

August  .... 

16.5 

41.5 

1.5 

33.5 

148.5 

336 

97 

22.5 

47 

Nil 

September  .  . 

17 

45.5 

12.5 

70.5 

181.5 

245.5 

74 

43.5 

30 

Nil 

October  .... 

80 

27.5 

Nil 

45 

141 

331.5 

10.5 

41.5 

67 

Nil 

November  .  . 

9.5 

5 

0.5 

29 

229 

404 

8 

9 

26 

Nil 

December.  . . 

13 

31 

8 

104.5 

176.5 

230.5 

55.5 

97 

28 

Nil 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

Surface  infestations  of  rats  and  mice  were  controlled  by  two  rodent 
officers  working  under  the  supervision  of  sanitary  inspectors.  A  summary 
is  given  below  of  the  premises  visited  in  the  period  1st  January,  1953,  to 
31st  March,  1954.  At  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  statistics  relating  to  this  subject  will  in  future  be  based  upon  the 
financial  year.  Altogether,  599  complaints  were  received  of  surface  infest¬ 
ations  and  1,804  visits  made  to  deal  with  them. 

The  high  promise  of  the  new  blood  anti-coagulant,  warfarin,  in  the 

destruction  of  rats  and  mice  was  fulfilled  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  this 

poison  was  being  used  exclusively  in  the  initial  treatment  of  surface  infest¬ 
ations.  No  instances  of  poison  prejudice  or  bait  shyness  have  been  recorded 
when  warfarin  has  been  used  in  a  dry  bait  base  of  medium  oatmeal. 

Twice  in  the  year  poison  baits  were  laid  in  selected  portions  of  the 

town’s  sewers  by  the  Borough  Engineer. 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 
Summary  of  Surface  Infestations,  1st  January,  1953,  to  31st  March,  1954. 


Type 

of  Property 

r 

Local 

Authority 

(1) 

Dwelling- 

Houses 

(2) 

Agri¬ 

cultural 

(3) 

All  other 
(including 
business 
premises) 

(4) 

Total 

(5) 

I.  Total  No.  of  properties  in 
Local  Authority’s  District 

75 

20,875 

53 

2,581 

23,584 

II.  No.  of  properties  inspected 
by  the  Local  Authority 
during  the  15  months  ended 
31st  March,  1954  as  a  result 
of  (a)  notification  (b)  survey 
under  the  Prevention  of 
Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 
(c)  otherwise  e.g.  when 
visited  primarily  for  some 
other  purpose 

(a)  5 

275 

Nil 

46 

326 

(b)  11 

237 

5 

35 

288 

(c)  Nil 

6 

Nil 

28 

34 

III.  No.  of  properties  inspected 
{see  Section  II)  which  were 
found  to  be  infested  by  rats 

Major  2 

Nil 

Nil 

4 

6 

Minor  6 

228 

2 

29 

265 

IV.  No.  of  properties  inspected 
{see  Section  II)  which  were 
found  to  be  seriously  infested 
by  mice 

2 

145 

Nil 

23 

170 

V.  No.  of  infested  properties 
{see  Sections  III  and  IV) 
treated  by  the  Local  Authy. 

10 

373 

2 

55 

440 

VI.  No.  of  notices  served  under 
Section  4  : 

(1)  Treatment 

% 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(2)  Structural  Works 
(i.e.  Proofing) 

VII.  No.  of  cases  in  which  default 
action  was  taken  by  the 
Local  Authority  following 
the  issue  of  a  notice  under 
Section  4 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

VIII.  Legal  Proceedings  .  . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

IX.  No.  of  “block”  control 

schemes  carried  out  .  .  .  .  67 
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APPENDIX  1.  BIRTHS. 


West 

H’pool. 

WAR 

DS 

Transfers 
IN  OUT 

North 

West 

Park 

S.W. 

S.E. 

Cent’l 

N.E. 

Seaton 

No.  of  births 

1,385 

306 

92 

101 

212 

Ill 

159 

150 

264 

247  257 

Percentage  of 
total  births 

— 

22.1 

6.6 

7.3 

15.3 

8.0 

11.4 

10.8 

19.1 

18.0  18.6 

BIRTH  RATES. 


WEST  HARTLEPOOL 

ENGLAND  & 

YEAR 

WALES 

No.  of  Births 

Birth  Rate 

BIRTH  RATE 

1953 

1,385 

19.15 

15.5 

NATURAL  INCREASE  OF  POPULATION. 

The  natural  increase  of  population  was  591. 

Rate  of  natural  increase  per  1,000  population,  8.17. 


. 
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APPENDIX  2.  THE  DEATHS  AS  THEY  OCCURRED  IN  THE  WARDS. 


Total 

Deaths 

WARDS 

Transferable 

Deaths 

North 

West 

Park 

S.-West 

S.-East 

Central 

N.-East 

Seaton 

Tuberculosis  (respiratory) . 

10 

1 

2 

3 

1 

3 

Other  Tuberculosis  Diseases . 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  Diseases . 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Meningococcal  Infections . 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles . 

1 

1 

_ 

_ 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic 

Diseases . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cancer . 

124 

21 

10 

12 

18 

14 

11 

12 

11 

15 

Leukaemia . 

5 

2 

2 

_ 

1 

_ 

Diabetes  . 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous 

System . 

106 

17 

14 

8 

15 

3 

10 

19 

16 

4 

Heart  Disease . 

245 

50 

12 

30 

28 

11 

22 

27 

43 

22 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases . 

35 

2 

4 

6 

2 

4 

6 

5 

4 

2 

Influenza . 

1 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia . 

42 

9 

1 

7 

6 

2 

2 

7 

5 

3 

Bronchitis . 

67 

11 

10 

4 

9 

1 

15 

6 

9 

2 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory 

System. . 

7 

2 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

5 

1 

— ■ 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  &  Diarrhoea. 

3 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  . 

5 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate . 

3 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth  and 

Abortion . .  . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  Malformations . 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

diseases . 

82 

16 

4 

6 

8 

2 

14 

4 

9 

19 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents . 

5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

All  other  accidents . 

26 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

2 

6 

8 

Suicide . 

6 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Total  Deaths  . . . . 

794 

141 

62 

78 

93 

40 

98 

88 

110 

84 

■ 
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APPENDIX  3.  TABLE  SHOWING  CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

Total 

Deaths 

*  AGE 

GROUPS 

Deaths  in 
Institution:- 

Under  1 

1-2 

2-5 

5-15 

15-25 

25-45 

45-65 

65-75 

75  up 

Tuberculosis  (respiratory) . 

10 

1 

3 

5 

1 

5 

Other  Tuberculosis  Diseases . 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Syphilitic  Diseases . 

3 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Meningococcal  Infections . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Measles . 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— - 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Cancer . 

124 

— 

— 

— - 

2 

2 

9 

47 

35 

29 

54 

Leukaemia . 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

1 

2 

2 

— 

2 

Diabetes . 

2 

- — 

— 

— - 

— 

- — 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System . 

106 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

2 

22 

35 

47 

34 

Heart  Disease . 

245 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

60 

75 

106 

60 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases . 

35 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

6 

13 

14 

18 

Influenza . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Pneumonia . 

42 

19 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

10 

10 

25 

Bronchitis . 

67 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

14 

20 

30 

15 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System . 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

O 

L 

4 

4 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum . 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

2 

4 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea . 

3 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis . 

5 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

o 

3 

Q 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate . 

3 

— 

— 

6 

c> 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth  and  Abortion  . 

1 

— 

— 

1 

“““““ 

1 

Congenital  Malformations . 

5 

3 

— 

— 

1 

1 

5 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases . 

82 

30 

1 

1 

2 

2 

4 

14 

11 

17 

46 

Motor  Vehicle  accidents . 

5 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

4 

All  other  accidents . 

26 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

3 

5 

12 

1  / 

Suicide . 

6 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

1 

Total  Deaths . 

794 

55 

5 

3 

7 

1  o 

1 

34 

185 

215 

278 

311 

■ 


'"I  I  • 


‘ 
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APPENDIX  4.  WEEKLY  RETURN  OF  DEATHS  FROM  CHEST  DISEASES. 


DISEASE 

3rd 

Jan. 

10th 

Jan. 

17th 

Jan. 

24th 

Jan. 

31st 

Jan. 

7th 

Feb. 

14th 

Feb. 

21st 

Feb. 

28th 

Feb. 

7  th 
Mar. 

14th 

Mar. 

21st 

Mar. 

28th 

Mar. 

4th 

Aph 

11th 

A  pi. 

18th 

Apl. 

25th 

Apl. 

2nd 

May 

9  th 
May 

16th 

May 

23rd 

May 

Influenza . 

1 

Phthisis . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

1 

Bronchitis . 

1 

6 

2 

2 

2 

3 

5 

1 

4 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

4 

2 

3 

1 

Pneumonia . 

1 

2 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

4 

1 

— 

3 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Heart  Disease . 

1 

7 

6 

8 

2 

9 

4 

9 

11 

7 

8 

6 

5 

4 

4 

5 

3 

2 

5 

5 

— 

Other  Respiratory  Disease 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

Totals.  . . . 

4 

16 

11 

10 

7 

13 

11 

12 

16 

12 

10 

8 

7 

10 

7 

9 

8 

4 

9 

7 

1 

DISEASE 

30th 

May 

6th 

June 

13th 

June 

20th 

June 

27th 

June 

4th 

July 

nth 

July 

18th 

July 

25th 

July 

1st 

Aug. 

8th 

Aug. 

15th 

Aug. 

22nd 

Aug. 

29  cn 
Aug. 

5th 

Sept. 

12th 

Sept. 

19th 

Sept. 

26th 

Sept. 

3rd 

Oct. 

10th 

Oct. 

17th 

Oct. 

Influenza . 

Phthisis . 

— 

— 

Bronchitis . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

1 

Pneumonia . 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Heart  Disease . 

3 

4 

9 

6 

1 

1 

5 

o 

2 

6 

1 

7 

7 

4 

5 

4 

3 

3 

4 

3 

4 

Other  Respiratory  Disease 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals . 

4 

5 

11 

7 

1 

2 

6 

3 

3 

9 

r> 

7 

8 

4 

6 

4 

4 

5 

5 

3 

5 

DISEASE 

24fh 

Oct 

31st 

Oct 

7th 

Nov. 

14th 

Nov. 

21st 

Nov. 

28th 

Nov. 

5th 

Dec. 

12th 

Dec. 

19th 

Dec. 

26th 

Dec. 

31st 

Dec. 

Total 

Influenza . 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Phthisis . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

13 

Bronchitis . 

— 

1 

1 

— 

5 

4 

1 

3 

1 

— 

1 

67 

Pneumonia . 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

42 

Heart  Disease . 

2 

4 

4 

5 

3 

9 

8 

1 

3 

5 

6 

245 

Other  Respiratory 
Disease . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

■ — 

— 

7 

Totals . 

4 

5 

5 

6 

10 

15 

11 

6 

5 

5 

7 

375 

52 


APPENDIX  5.  DEATHS. 


West 

Hartle¬ 

pool 

N. 

w. 

P. 

S.W. 

S.E. 

C. 

N.E. 

S. 

Trans¬ 

ferable 

Deaths 

No.  of  deaths 

794 

141 

62 

78 

93 

40 

98 

88 

110 

84 

Percentage  of 
Total  Deaths 

17.8 

7.8 

9.8 

11.7 

5.0 

12.3 

11.1 

13.9 

10.6 

APPENDIX  6.  TRANSFERABLE  DEATHS. 


DEATHS  OCCURRING  IN 

MALES 

FEMALES 

TOTAL 

Hartlepools  Hospital,  Hartlepool . 

26 

23 

49 

Royal  Victoria  Infirmary,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne 

4 

2 

6 

Newcastle  General  Hospital,  N'castle  upon  Tyne. 

5 

I 

6 

Sedge  field  General  Hospital  . 

1 

2 

3 

Other  Hospitals . 

4 

8 

12 

Other  Areas . 

2 

6 

8 

Totals  . 

42 

42 

84 

APPENDIX  7.  DEATH  RATES. 


YEAR 

WEST  HA 

RTLEPOOL 

ENGLAND  AND  WALES 

No.  of  Deaths 

Death  Rate 

1953 

794 

10.98 

11.4 

APPENDIX  8.  CANCER  DEATHS. 


Year 

No.  of 

Cancer  Deaths 

Males 

Females 

Death  Rate 

Deaths  from 
all  causes 

Percentage  of 
total  deaths 

1953 

124 

75 

49 

1.71 

794 

15.62 

53 


APPENDIX  9. 

CANCER  DEATHS  — PARTS  OF  BODY  AFFECTED. 


Age 

PARTS  AFFECTED 

Sex 

Under  35 

35  t 

o  45 

45  t. 

o  55 

55  to  65 

65  t 

o  75 

Ove 

r  75 

Total 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Peritoneum,  Intestine 

Rectum . 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

3 

5 

6 

3 

15 

11 

Stomach,  Liver,  etc . 

2 

1 

3 

2 

4 

2 

5 

2 

5 

2 

20 

8 

Genito-Urinary  Organs  .  . 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

c 

Breast . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

2 

— 

1 

— 

e 

Other  Glands . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

2 

— 

4 

n 

Respiratory  System . 

— 

— 

2 

— 

4 

— 

7 

2 

6 

2 

9 

1 

28 

c 

Mouth . 

1 

— 

2 

1 

3 

1 

Other  Parts . 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

3 

— 

— 

3 

e 

Totals . 

3 

1 

6 

2 

9 

7 

15 

11 

17 

17 

25 

11 

75 

49 

The  deaths  were  ascribed  to —  No.  of  deaths 

Carcinoma .  108 

Sarcoma .  1 

Epithelioma .  3 

Cancer  (no  classification) .  12 


124 
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APPENDIX  10.  INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATE. 


YEAR 

WEST  HARTLEPOOL 

ENGLAND 
&  WALES 
Rate 

Births 

Deaths 

Rate 

1953 

1385 

55 

40 

26.8 

APPENDIX  11. 

INFANT  MORTALITY  IN  THE  WARDS. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

North 

West 

Park 

South 

West 

South 

East 

Cent’l 

North 

East 

Seaton 

Trans¬ 

ferable 

total 

Bronchitis . 

1 

1 

Pneumonia . 

2 

4 

1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

3 

1 

19 

Congestion  of  the  Lungs  .... 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

4 

Premature  Birth . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

5 

2 

4 

1 

15 

Marasmus . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Atelectasis . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Accidents . . 

— 

— 

All  other  causes . 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

7 

13 

Totals . 

7 

5 

2 

3 

3 

11 

8 

7 

9 

55 

55 


APPENDIX  12 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR— HOSPITAL  CASES. 


DISEASE 

Total  Cas^s 
Notified 

No.  of  such 
cases  treated 
in  hospital 

Scarlet  Fever . 

92 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

42 

- 

Measles  . . . 

228 

_____ 

Pneumonia . 

27 

_____ 

Meningococcal  Infection . 

2 

2 

Dysentery . 

24 

6 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  . . . . 

3 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  and  Fever . 

3 

3 

Food  Poisoning . 

7 

Erysipelas . 

8 

____ 

Disease 

Ho 

spital 

Gr’ntully 

Mat.Hme 

Brierton 

Hospital 

General 

Hospital 

Cameron 

Hospital 

H’pools. 

Hospital 

Other 

Hospitals 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever . 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia . 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

Meningococcal 

Infection . 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Dysentery . 

— 

— 

3 

5 

— 

— 

8 

Ophthalmia  Neonat’m. 

• 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Food  Poisoning . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Disease 

Cases 

Vision 

Impaired 

Vision 

Un¬ 

impaired 

Total 

Blind¬ 

ness 

Deaths 

Notified 

Tre 

jated 

At 

Home 

At 

Hospital 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum.  .  .  . 

3 

3 

_ 

No 

Satisf’tory 

- 

NOTIFIED  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE— 1932-1953. 
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1953 

CM  CM  I 

°0  t>  CM  1 

|  | 

■ 

d  co  co  | 

1  1  1 

D>  ID  d  00 

1  1 

05  d  | 

CM  CM 

CM 

1  1 

CM  1 

1  1  1 

D> 

1  1 

1952 

05  00  CO 

00  05  d  00  1  1  1  1 

| 

d  |  ©  | 

1  1  1 

d  d  ©  d 

1  1 

l>  CO 

i— i  CM  i-H  I  1  1  1 

1  1 

r-H  |  rH  | 

l> 

1951 

CM  i— <  CM 

CO  rH  rH  I  I  I  1 

1  , 

lH 

MDd  | 

1  1  1 

©  ©  ©  © 

1 

l>  o 

t>  CO  i 

H 

1  1 

00  T— 

1 

05  rH 

1950 

d  i>  © 

D'  d  CD  05  1  1  1  1 

|  | 

| 

©  -H  CM  | 

1  1  1 

C\|  CO  r"H  i— < 

1  1 

D>  ic 

o  o  III! 

1  1 

1 

©  1 

1  1  1 

H  H  rH 

T— ( 

rH 

05 

CM  00  05 

05  00  ©  rH  I  I  I  I 

|  | 

| 

©  CM  ©  1 

1  1 

CD  H  rH  Ol 

1  1 

05 

T— H 

l>  CO 

r- < 

d  ©  Mil 

D> 

1  1 

1 

1  1 

©  rH  CM 

1  1 

1948 

00  CM  00 

IN00CM  |  |  |  |  | 

1  1"H 

• 

d  rH  05  | 

1  1 

|  ©  01  rH 

1  1 

00  O  i-i 

CM  00  rH  |  |  |  |  | 

1 

1  CM  CM  CM 

1  1 

rH 

CO 

1947 

co  oo  co 

00  00  l>  05  I  I  I  I 

1  ^ 

| 

rH  CM  ID  rH 

rH  CM 

|  CM  d  rH 

rH  1 

CM  '—1  CO 

O  CM  Mil 

1 

1 

1  ©  CM  rH 

1 

CM 

d  rH 

T— < 

1946 
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Disease 

Scarlet  Fever . 

Whooping  Cough . 

Measles  . 

Pneumonia . 

Meningococcal  Infection.  .  .  . 

Dysentery . 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  . .  . 

Puerperal  Pyrexia . 

Food  Poisoning . 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory)  . 

Other  Forms . 

Erysipelas . 

Totals . 
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APPENDIX  16. 

UNSOUND  FOOD  SURRENDERED  TO  SANITARY 

INSPECTORS. 

472  lbs.  carcase  meat. 

130f  lbs.  bacon  and  ham. 

1,233  tins  meat. 

139|  lbs.  cooked  meats. 

515  lbs.  sausages. 

14 J  lbs.  pork  pies. 

40 J  lbs.  cheese. 

233  lbs.  butter. 

28 J  lbs.  cooking  fat. 

3,455  tins  fish,  fruit  and  vegetables. 

129  fish  cakes. 

140  lbs.  fruit. 

103J  lbs.  dried  fruit. 

76  lbs.  preserves. 

1\  lbs.  sugar. 

830 J  lbs.  sweets  and  chocolates. 

333 J  lbs.  cakes  and  biscuits. 

375  packets  jellies. 

339  lbs.  puddings  and  pudding  mixtures. 

471  tins  milk  and  milk  compounds. 

271  lbs.  cereals. 

21  lbs.  desiccated  coconut. 

25  lbs.  shell  and  dried  eggs. 

23 J  lbs.  coffee. 

165  jars  pickles  and  sauces. 

30  bottles  flavouring  essences. 

3  bottles  olive  oil. 

10  lbs.  salt. 

75  bottles  soft  drinks. 

4  bottles  cough  mixture. 
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APPENDIX  17.  PUBLIC  ABATTOIR. 


Animals  Slaughtered  at  Abattoir. 


YEAR 

BEASTS 

SHEEP 

CALVES 

PIGS 

TOTAL 

1944 

2,852 

11,481 

37 

114 

14,484 

1945 

2,899 

12,002 

20 

132 

15,053 

1946 

3,526 

14,617 

634 

22 

18,799 

1947 

3,278 

10,336 

43 

10 

13,667 

1948 

2,947 

9,867 

2,424 

44 

15,282 

1949 

3,407 

11,631 

2,082 

99 

17,219 

1950 

4,257 

13,049 

324 

444 

18,074 

1951 

4,026 

10,521 

329 

931 

15,807 

1952 

4,094 

14,278 

486 

1,830 

20,688 

1953 

3,754 

15,651 

387 

4,594 

24,386 

YEAR 

Total  Cattle 
slaughtered 
(including 
calves) 

Number 
affected 
with  Tuber¬ 
culosis 

Percentage 

affected 

Total 
number 
of  pigs 
slaughtered 

Number 
affected 
with  Tuber¬ 
culosis 

Percentage 

affected 

1944 

2,889 

102 

3.57 

114 

— 

— 

1945 

2,919 

154 

5.31 

132 

3 

2.27 

1946 

4,160 

225 

6.38 

22 

— 

— 

1947 

3,321 

417 

12.55 

10 

1 

10.00 

1948 

5,371 

461 

8.58 

44 

4 

9.09 

1949 

5,489 

826  ' 

15.05 

99 

11 

11.11 

1950 

4,581 

1,239 

27.05 

444 

21 

4.73 

1951 

4,355 

1,315 

30.19 

931 

52 

5.58 

1952 

4,580 

1,126 

24.58 

1,830 

138 

7.54 

1953 

4,141 

1,405 

33.93 

4,594 

284 

6.18 

CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


Cattle, 

including 

Cows 

Cattle, 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  and 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed . 

3,754 

Not  known 

Not 

known 

387 

15,651 

4,594 

Number  inspected . 

3,754 

Not  known 

Not 

known 

387 

15,651 

4,594 

Tuberculosis  : — 

Whole  carcases  condemned. 

21 

12 

9 

5 

Nil 

11 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned .  . 

1,379 

893 

486 

Nil 

Nil 

273 

Percentage  . 

37.29 

Not  known 

Not 

known 

1.29 

Nil 

6.18 

Other  Disease  : — 

Whole  carcases  condemned . 

3 

2 

1 

5 

36 

7 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned.  . 

2,080 

1,467 

613 

5 

3,931 

916 

Percentage  . 

55.49 

Not  known 

Not 

known 

2.58 

25.35 

20.09 
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APPENDIX  18. 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948. 

Inspections  for  Purposes  of  Provisions  as  to  Health 
(Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

PREMISES 

(1) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Prosecutia 

(5) 

Factories  without  mechanical  power . 

113 

35 

1 

— 

Factories  with  mechanical  power . 

213 

164 

9 

— 

Other  Premises  under  the  Act,  including 
works  of  building  and  engineering  con¬ 
struction  but  not  including  outworkers’ 
premises . 

14 

2 

1 

Total . 

340 

201 

11 

— 

Defects  F  nd. 


particulars 


(i) 


Number  of  Defects 


Found 


(2) 


Remedied 


(3) 


Referred 


To  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 


By  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 


No.  of  cases 
in  respect  of 
which  prose¬ 
cutions  were 
instituted 
(6) 


Want  of  cleanliness . 

Overcrowding . 

Unreasonable  temperature . 

* 

Inadequate  ventilation . 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors . 

Sanitary  Conveniences  : — 

(a)  Insufficient . 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  .  .  . 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not 
including  offences  relating  to 
Outwork) . 

Totals . 


1 

12 


5 

7 


1 

2 


13 


12 
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APPENDIX  19. 


SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS,  ACTS— ADULTERATED  SAMPLES— ACTION  TAKEN. 

continued. 


Article  Purchased 

Number 

Analysed 

Formal 

Samples 

i 

Informal 

Samples 

Number 

Genuine 

Number 

Adulterated 

No.  of 

Sample 

Nature  of  Adulteration 

Remarks  and  Action  Taken 

Rppf  Sausaees . 

7 

7 

7 

Brawn . 

2 

2 

2 

Minced  Chicken . 

1 

1 

■Rich  Oakes . 

4 

4 

4 

Beef  Dripping . 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

- 

— 

Cooking  fat . 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Shredded  Beef  Snot. 

2 

2 

2 

Qalari  Cream . 

1 

1 

1 

Fruit  Chutney . 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

_  . 

— 

Malt  Vinegar . 

3 

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Mint  Jelly . 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ground  White  Pepper . 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tpa  . 

1 

1 

1 

_ 

C  nffpp  .... 

2 

2 

2 

Priffpppnrl  Ohirnrv 

1 

1 

1 

Synthetic  Cream  Powder . 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Synthetic  Cream . 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tinned  Cream . 

4 

_ 

4 

4 

— 

_ 

_ 

— 

Sinplp  Crpam  . 

1 

1 

1 

_ _ 

Double  Cream . 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Rice . 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

Cornflour . 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bun  and  Cake  Flour . 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

Blackcurrant  Table  Jelly . 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Edible  Gelatine . 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meringue  Powder . 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ground  Almonds . 

1 

— • 

1 

1 

■ — ■ 

— 

— 

— 

Desiccated  Coconut . 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cut  Mixed  Peel . 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Glace  Cherries . 

1 

— 

1 

1 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

Alkia  Saltrates . 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Health  Salts . 

2 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

Energy  Tablets . 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Vitamin  K  Tablets . 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

■ - 

— 

Dextrosol  Tablets . 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

Halibut  liver  oil  Capsules . 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— • 

— 

Menthol  &  Eucolyptol  Pastilles 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Whole  Orange  Drink . 

2 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

- - 

Vantas  Drink . 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

■ - 

Pineapple  Juice . 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Gin .... 

2 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Butter  Drops . 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

Toffee  Cakes . 

1 

- — 

1 

1 

— 

— 

- - 

Grapefruit  lollies . 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

- - 

Everlasting  bar . 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

* 

Bubbly  gum  . 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Raspberry  Powder  sucker .  . .  .  . 

1 

1 

1 
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APPENDIX  19. 


SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS,  ACTS— ADULTERATED  SAMPLES— ACTION  TAKEN. 

continued. 


Article  Purchased 

Number 

Analysed 

Formal 

Samples 

Informal 

Samples 

Number 

Genuine 

Number 

Adulterated 

No.  of 

Sample 

Nature  of  Adulteration 

Remarks  and  Action  Taken 

Milk . 

142 

58 

84 

84 

58 

999 

Below  standard  in  non-fatty  solids  but 

Course  of  Delivery  samples  3,  4  and  5  taken. 

genuine  (unwatered). 

3 

Below  standard  in  non-fatty  solids  but 

j 

5 

genuine. 

Below  standard  in  non-fatty  solids  but 

/*  Appeal  to  Cow  samples  16,  17  and  18  taken. 

genuine. 

J 

16 

Below  standard  in  fat  and  non-fatty 

solids  but  genuine. 

17 

Below  standard  in  non-fatty  solids  but 

Advice  given  to  distribute  strippings  throughout 

genuine. 

f whole  of  milk. 

18 

Below  standard  in  non-fatty  solids  but 

genuine. 

) 

19 

Below  standard  in  fat. 

Course  of  Delivery  samples  31/32  taken. 

35 

Below  standard  in  fat. 

’k 

32 

Below  standard  in  fat. 

>  Appeal  to  cow  samples  35  and  36  taken. 

35 

Below  standard  in  fat 

*\ 

36 

Below  standard  in  fat 

f  Herd-Producing  milk  of  low  quality — referred  to 

38 

Below  standard  in  fat. 

C  County  Milk  Production  Officer. 

87 

Below  standards  in  non-fatty  solids. 

Course  of  Delivery  sample  103  genuine. 

156 

Below  standard  in  non-fatty  solids  but 

County  Milk  Production  Officer  informed. 

genuine. 

20 

Slightly  below  standard  in  fat. 

Subsequent  samples  genuine. 

23 

Deficient  in  fat  (11.7%). 

Course  of  Delivery  sample  33  taken. 

33 

Deficient  in  fat  (8.4%). 

Appeal  to  cow  sample  37  genuine.  Warning  letter 

to  producer  sent.  Herd  now  disbanded. 

58 

Deficient  in  fat  (5%). 

Course  of  Delivery  sample  67  genuine. 

. 

59 

Deficient  in  fat  (13.4%). 

Course  of  Delivery  samples  68  and  69  genuine. 

85 

Slightly  deficient  in  non-fatty  solids. 

Course  of  Delivery  sample  104  taken. 

104 

Below  standard  in  non-fatty  solids  but 

Course  of  Delivery  sample  107  taken. 

107 

gUIlUIIIU . 

Below  standard  in  non-fatty  solids  but 

Informal  sample  159  genuine. 

genuine. 

88 

Slightly  deficient  in  non-fatty  solids. 

Course  of  Delivery  sample  106  genuine. 

90 

Slightly  deficient  in  non-fatty  solids. 

Course  of  Delivery  sample  105  taken. 

105 

Below  standard  in  non-fatty  solids  but 

Course  of  Delivery  sample  1 1 1  taken. 

genuine. 

111 

Below  standard  in  non-fatty  solids  but 

Subsequent  sample  satisfactory. 

genuine. 

112 

Slightly  below  standard  in  non-fatty 

Course  of  Delivery  samples  124,  125  and  126 

solids. 

genuine. 

L>rk  Sausages. 

7 

— 

7 

6 

1 

977 

Deficient  in  meat  content  (23%). 

Subsequent  formal  sample  satisfactory. 

Steamed  Pudding  Mixture.  .  .  . 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

948 

Sample  infested  with  mites. 

Remaining  stock  surrendered  and  destroyed. 

Condensed  Milk 

2 

2 

1 

1 

,  . 

Contained  a  hair-net. 

Proceedings  not  instituted  owing  to  lack  of  adult 

evidence.  Letter  sent  to  manufacturers. 

Le-cream 

6 

6 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

. 


* 


. 


■ 


